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Philosophie History of Civilization by Jenniogs C. Wise 


This work is to promote an intellectual revolution in the teaching of 
history, not through ordinary readers, but through the Intelligentsia 
of our institutions of learning who must be furnished with a sound 
historical chronology for the re-writing of history, fully supported by 
science. Illustrated. $4.75 





Introduction to Philosophy by Max Rosenberg 


The basic premises of this book are: (1) that a book dealing with 
the problems of philosophy can be written in untechnical language, 
(2) that most men have a keen interest in the deeper question of 
life, and (3) that all men should learn what conclusions the greatest 
minds of the ages have reached concerning the problems of life and 
death,of good and evil, of God and man, of beauty and truth, of social 
organization and the good life. The author is a frequent contributor 
to pedagogical journals. The book should be in every Indian Library. 

$6.00. 


What is Creative Thinking ? by Catharine Patrick 


The stages of preparation, incubation, illumination, and revision, or 
verification, are described, and the basic mechanisms underlying 
the process of creative thought are discussed. The last two chapters 
present practical concrete suggestions and methods for stimulating 
creative thinking in both children and adults. $3.00 


Man and His Tragic Life — based on Dostoevsky by Laszlo Vatai 


This is a philosophical treatise illustrated with the heores of Destoe- 
vsky’s novels. A young philosopher analyzes man and his culture in 
the tension of God and nature. The book itself represents an 
attempt to bring about a synthesis in human life. $3.75. 


This World of Ours by Abram Glaser 


The author deals deftly with the physical, vital, and psychic forces 
in the world, the human body, man’s mental progress, world literature 
and religions, and things political, economic, and legal. Underlying 
the work is a wholesome philosophy which sees in history a _progre- 
ssive development, in the interplay of pubiic and individual interests 
and demands, toward fulfilment of a divine Will ever striving in the 
hearts and minds of men to attain the greatest good for the greatest 
number. $5.00. 


P hilosophical Library 


PUBLISHERS 
15 East 40th Street, New York 16. 
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The Religion 
of an Indian Tribe 


By VERRIER ELWIN 


This is the first full account of the way of life of the Hill 
Saoras of Orissa which has been published and is a worthy 
successor to the author’s sympathetic studies of the Baiga, 
the Agaria, the Muria and the Bondo. It is based on first- 
hand information for during the seven years from 1944 
onwards the author visited all the chief Hill Saora villages 
and witnessed most of the ceremonies he has described. 
The book is fully illustrated by photographs and copies of 
the wall-paintings. Pp. 622 with 71 half-tone plates, 1 
colour plate and numerous line drawings. Rs 25 
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This is NO Book 


(in the ordinary sense) 





This is the famous KEESING’S—a fusion of a book 
and a Periodical, ingeniously contrived to form a 
continuous “ living ’’ Reference Tool on Current 
International Affairs—embodying the following 
characteristics :— 


(1) The current volume contains the records from Ist January 1955 
to date (previous volumes are still available for the past 20 years) and 
to this is added every week a fresh supplement covering the latest 
developments all over the world. Special Airmail Edition is available. 


(2) Its unique. alphabetical, cumulative Index is renewed 26 times a 
year to afford instant access to every item in the volume. 


(3) There is no slant, no prejudice, just plain documentary evidence 
of established FACTS in Politics, Economics, Social Questions. compiled 
in scholarly manner without comment or interpretation. 

(4) Its coverage is on a truly global scale, particularly close attention 
being devoted to important developments in Asia. 


Many Indian Libraries are already subscribers to this service. 
If you still lack KEESING’S—flease write for full detatls to 


KEESING’S CONTEMPORARY ARCHIVES 
Keynsham — West, Bristol, England, 
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TENTH ANNIVERSARY 


1945-1955 








THE INDIAN LIBRARIAN was established in Lahore in 1945, 
It is celebrating its 10th Anniversary which will continue up to the issue of 
March 1956. All the four issues of Volumes 10 ( June, September, December 
1955 and March 1956 ) will be Anniversery Numbers. 


During this period it has tried to serve the libraries and to promote 
the art of librarianship with meagre resources at its disposal with faithfulness 
and steadfastness. It will not bean exaggeration to say that our achievements, 
by any standard, are not small We have stood by our fellow-librarians and 
seen that they are given a fair deal. We have voiced our demand for 
an all-India legislation to help our poorly paid comrades. Though the 
Government has not so far brought forward any such legislation, yet our 
efforts have not gone in vain. We have caught the eye of the profession 
and the demand is receiving support from all quarters. 


During these years we have kept the columns of ‘‘The Indian 
Librarian” open to every one in the profession, without any favour or 
discrimination. The articles we have used can be judged only on thefr merit. 
Our attempt has been to express views on every phase of the profession and 
make the journal an all-India forum for the librarians. We can say with 
justifiable pride that no other Journal of the profession has covered so big 
a variety of topics as this Journal has. In fact, “The Indian Librarian’ has 
been accepted as the only library journal which is the spokesman of the 
profession in the country today. 

It is this Journal alone which has given a true picture of what is or 
has been happening in the public sector - universities, colleges, government 
secretariats, research laboratories, factories and even in schools so far as the 
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development of libraries are concerned. A very large number of articles 
appeared in it on the history of the Library Movement in India and abroad, 
on technical problems and on the growth of literature in India. The back 
files of ‘‘The Indian Librarian” reveal that every problem concerning the 
library profession has been tackled with the zeal of a missionary. Every plan of 
the government has been examined without any prejudice and with a view 
to helping the authorities to implement it to the advantage of our brethern. 
We did not mince matters when we found lack of enthusiasm on the part of 
our educationists to givea satisfactory library service to the younger 
generation. We assure our patrozs that we shall continue to serve with the 
same Zeal in future also. 

We have seen in this span of our life many ups and downs; but we 
have boldly faced all vicissitudes with the strength at our command. The 
friends of ‘‘The Indian Librarian” | ave been its greatest prop; its critics, 
its greatest benefactors. Weare thankful to both. It is due tu our patrons 
that we are unflinchingly continuing to serve the library profession. That 
is our greatest pride. 

‘The Indian Librarian’ today is what our fellow-brethren in the 
profession has made it all these years. Our friends abroad gave us a word 
of cheer, unhesitatingly, whenever we asked for it; they camie to our rescue 
whenever we approached them for a helping hand. We are highly grateful 
to them, particularly to friends in Great Britain, the US.A., South America, 
France, Switzerland, Sweden, Demark, Norway, Canada, South Africa, Pakistan, 
Burma, Ceylon and Indonssia It is because of them that we have grown in 
a true spirit of comiaijeship aud mutual co-operation, We appeal to chese 
friends to continue extending to us their help to enable us to serve the 
profession still more untiringly. 

To the writers in India mainly drawn frcm our profession, we owe 
a deep debt of gratitude. They have, in fact built up “The Indian Libra- 
rian’’. We hope they will sustain it since they have so eagerly nurtured 
it. We, as its guardians, assure them that nothing desirable will be left 
undone to make ‘‘The Indian Librarian’ a worthy institution — the pride of 
the prefession. 

We must thank the publishers in India, Great Britain, Pakistan the 
U.S.A., Ciudad Trujillo, Republica Dominicana, Bogota; Yugoslavia Western 
Germany; United Nations and the Uuesco for sending to us their publications 
forreview. ‘lhe review columns are theirs We have dedicated them to 
their cause. It is for them to make a more liberal use of the Journal to give 
wide publicity to their publications. 

Words fail us to thank our advertisers and readers. It is they who 
have given us a new lease of life after the dark days of partition of our, 
country. They have borne with us, our shortcomings and yet ungrudgingly 
given us their kind patronage. Our wide circulation today is due to the 
encouragement which we have received at their hands. We request them te 
continue to be our vanguards in futuret oo. 

We are highly indebted to the Presidents, Directors. Editors, 
Librarians and the Heads of various institutions who have built up worthy 
traditions for libraries tin heir countries for the encouraging messages and 
greetings they have sent’ to us on this occasion. These will remain our 
cherished possession and help us in creating a community of common interest 
in the profession and in the endeavour to be of some use to the fraternity. 
The messages and greetings are reproduced on the following pages for 
the benefit of our readers 
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Miss Gretchen D. Little, President, Special Libraries Association, 
New York. 


“Congratulations and best wishes to the INDIAN LIBRARIAN on its 
tenth anniversary,. We of the Special Libraries Association who issue 
SPECIAL LIBRARIES join the many others who wish you continued 
success’. 


Mr. R. L. Richardson, Editor, A.L.A. Bulletin, Chicago 11. 


‘‘The ALA Bulletin takes great pleasure in sending best wishes and greet- 
ings to The Indian Librarian on its Tenth Anniversary. The fine progress 
made by The Indian Librarian during these ten years is a very flne tribute 
to Indian librarianship. Congratulations”. 


Miss Marie D. Loizeaux, Editor, Wilson Library Bulletin, New York. 


“The WILSON LIBRARY BULLETIN, from its vantage point of forty 
years, sends greetings to The Indian Librarian on its tenth anniversary. 
We trust you will have many more anniversaries as you keep your finger 
on the pulse of librarianship in India’. 


Miss Any Winslow, Director, Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore, 
Maryland, USA. 


“Congratulatiois to The Indian Librarian on the completion of ten years 
of service to libraries. We at the Enoch Pratt Free Library in Baltimore 
always welcome the appearance of your journal and follow the progress 
of library development in India with pleasure and interest. We have 
enjoyed visits to our library from Indian librarians and find their comments 
stimulating and helpful. I hope we may have in the future thg pleasure of 
meeting other librarians from your country. 


**With best wishes to you and to The Indian Librarian through the years 
ahead’’, 


Dr. Ralph A. Ulveling, Director, The Detroit Public Library, 
Detroit 2, Michigan. USA. 


“Recently we have had the pleasure of entertaining and showing around 


JUNE 1955 3 





MESSAGES AND GREETINGS 


two of your fellow librarians from India- Mr. M.M. Tandon and Mr. 
S. Das Gupta both of Delhi. We also have a vivid remembrance of other 
librarians who have come from India. From these gentlemen we have 
learned a great deal regarding the remarkable progress that is being made 
if your country in the development of libraries. 


“Because I personally, as well as my asSociates, have the greatest admir- 
ation for the excellent work being done in your country in this field, 
it is with real pleasure that I send to yon on your Tenth Anniversary and 
to all Libraries of India our cordial greetings and our best wishes for 
continued progress. With the fine start that has already been.made, I am 
sure that by the time your Twentieth Anniversary come around you will 
have far more reason for celebrating. This kind of development gains 
momentum as it grows’’. 


Mr, Lee Ash, Librarian, Carnegie Endowment For International 
Peace, New York 17, New York. USA, 


“It is with sincere appreciation of the work being done by ‘‘The Indian 
Librarian’, that I wish to offer my congratulations on the Tenth Anniver- 
sary of your publication. ‘The Indian Librarian’ has served a very 
useful purpose not only for the promotion of better library service in India 
and throughout the East, but for its considerate evaluation of bibliothecal 
practices in other parts of the world. 


‘I hope that you will continue yonr programme for many years to come for $; 
the betterment of Indian librarianship and for foreign understanding of 
the problems you face’. 





Miss Ingeborg Heintze, Director, Malmo Stadsbibliotek. Malmo, 
Sweden. 


“To the tenth anniversary of The Indian Librarian 1 am happy to couatri- 
bute a word of congratulation. ‘For India, a country with a lively 
interest in library services supporting its large plans for educational 
progress, a good professional magazine is a great benefit. 

**‘May I send my congratulations on the achievements of the past and my 
best wishes for the development of the future.”’ 


Mr. F.J. Cornell, Assistant Editor, Library Association Record. 

London, writes :- 
*‘Dr.A.Je Walford, Editor of the Library Association Record, wishes me te 
forward to you his cordial greetings on the occasion of the 10th anniver- 
sary of The Indian Librarian. He sincerely hopes that your journal will 
continue its efforts on behalf of libraries and librarianship, and that it will 
play its part in assisting our Indian colleagues in the great tasks which lie 
ahead.” 


Mr. E. Sydney, M.C,, F.L.A., Borough Librarian, Central Library, 
Leyton, London, E.10. 


‘May I congratulate you on the tenth anniversary of your journal 
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Gretchen D. Little, President, Marie D, Loizeaux, Editor, 
Special Libraries Association, New York. Wilson Library Bulletin, New York 


Ingeberg Heintze, Director, 


Malmo Stadsbibliotek, Malmo. Sweden. Ransom L. Richardson, Edstor 
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President’s Message 


Sri B. S. Kesavan. President, Indian Library Association, and 
Librarian, National Library of India, Calcutta. 


She Steady pultication of The Indian Litrarian for the 
fast ten years is a matter of great congratulation to you. 
Single handed you have teen carrying on this venture and 
supplying a very much felt want in this direction. J wish 
your Journal a much more prosperous and useful future in 


the years to come. 
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“The Indian Librarian” and wish it continued success and prosperity in 
the future as an agency for the stimulation of interest in the development 
of library service in your great country.” 


The Director, Keesing’s Publications Limited, Keynsham, Bristol. 


‘We were very pleased to hear of the forthcoming tenth Anniversary of 
your publication and would like to extend to you our warmest greetings 
and very best wishes for the future along with our congratulations on 
your achievements during the past ten years which have seen such 
tremendous changes in the fate of your Country. 


*sGreat strides have undoubtedly been made in a comparatively short 
time in the field of Librarianship in India, so aptly covered by your 
Journal, and we sincerely hope that the next ten years will see a further 
development on these lines aided recorded, and commented upon in your 
Journal ” 


Miss A.E. Walker, F.L.A , Librarian, University Co!lege of the Gold 
Coast, Achimota, Gold Coast, West Africa. 


“I should like, in the first place, to send greetings from this Library to 
The Indian Librarian on the celebration of its tenth anniversary and to 
wish it all success in the future. We are regular subscribers to The 
Indian Librarian.’”’ 


Mr. E.N. Petersen, Head, Public Libraries Development, Unesco, 
Paris. 


‘Please accept my congratulations for your excellent idea of planning four 
special Tenth Anniversary Issues of The Indian Librarian’ The photos of 
public Library services in other countries and written contributions from 
all over the world should be of considerable value in helping encourage 
further public library development in India,” 


Mr. Charles Francis Gosnell, State Librarian and Assistant Comm- 
issioner, The New York State Library, Albany 1. USA. 


“Our best wishes to you on your tenth anniversary. We shall be pleased 
to cooperate and send ycu some material.’’ 


Dr. Arne Kildal, Director of Public and School Libraries, Oslo, 


Norway. 


‘Wishing you all kinds of success.” 


Dr. R.K. Bhan, M.A., Ph.D., (London), Deputy Educational Adviser 
to the Government of India, New Delhi. 


“On the occasion of the 10th Anniversary of The Indian Librarian, I send 
my hearty greetings and wish you greater success in your work, The 
Indian Librarian has been serving the interests of all book lovers for the 
last ten years and we do look forward to the further realisation of the 
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objectives with which it has been established. I wish all strength and 
good health to you for many years to come,” 


Mr. Fazal Elahi, M.A., F.L.A., Librarian, Rajshahi University Libary, 
Rajshai, Pakistan, 
“It is gratifying to learn that The Indian Librarian is celebrating its 10th 
— under the able guidance of its veteran Cditor Sant Ram 
atia. 
“The one guiding aim of the life of Sant Ram Bhatia has been to direct 
te attention of the nation on the urgent necessity of developing library 
service as a vitalizing force for the spiritual, economic and political 
advancement of tie people. We all believe that the awakening and 
progress of the people of a country, library service holds a signal position 
which is second to none. 
‘“*I hope that The Indian Librarian will show to the afflicted world the path 
of happiness and salvation. I wish the Journal as well as its Editor God 
speed and many years of service to mankind in general and to librarians 
in particular. : 
‘The right type of Education can only be achieved by giving full impetus 
to the library movement in a country. May God grant Sant Ram Bhatia 
a very long lease of life to achieve this noble mission in his life time.”’ 


Mrs. Helen E. Wessells, Editor, Library Journal, New York. 


‘‘My sincerest congratulations and good wishes on the tenth anniversary of 
The Indian Librarian.”’ 


India Office Library in London 


In the last two months there have been discussions in Delhi and in 
London between India and Pakistan on the one hand and between India 
and Britain on the other, about the future of the India Office Library, in 
London With its 280,000 printed books and thousands of manuscripts, 
it is among the richest treasure-houses of Oriental learning. While the 
talks have so for been inconclusive, it has been agreed between India’s 
Education Minister, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, and his Pakistani coun- 
terpart, Col. Abid Hussain, that the library belongs to the two successor- 
Governments of pre-Partition India and the question of its disposal is a 
matter essentially to be settled by them. 

The two Education Ministers are to meet again some time next month 
when they hope to clear all outstanding issues implied in this basic 
agreement and make a joint effort to have the richest source-material of 
Indian culture and history made accessible to Indian and Pakistani 
scholars 


Regrettable Decision 

Meanwhile, Britain’s avowed intention of retaining the library in London 
has caused much embarrassment in India and Pakistan. It has been 
considered especially regrettable that the (ommonwealth Relations 
Secretary, the Earl of Home, should have chosen to announce in Parlia- 
ment, only two days before Maulana Azad was due in London for discu- 
ssions, that Britain was prepared to consider suggestions from India and 
Pakistan only as regards the details of administration of, or access to, the 
library. 





—The Illustrated Weekly of India, July 17, 1955. 
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CHILDREN 


sy Bidhi Singh, M.A., B. T. 


The most comprehensive and brief study of our backward 
children. The author who is Population Essay Contest Prize 
Winner of 1951 discusses lucidly its various causes, such as 
defeotive or poor in born intelligence, poor home iii, 
inadequate schooling, socially undesirable environmental 
conditions and defective physical status of the child, 
Indispensable to the students in Training Colleges and 
schools, to parents and teachers and to all those who are 
interested in the welfare and rehabilitation of childern who 


are handicapped 
Rs. 1/8/- 
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D. Subrahmaniam Librarian, 
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New Trends in Library Education 


D. Subrahmaniam, M.A, 
Librarian, 
Banaras Hindu University. 





It is an indubitable fact that libraries play an important part in 
the preservation of civilization through dissemination of learning in a most 
non-aggressive and silent way. A reflection on the advancement of educa- 
tion and the growth of libraries throughout the world from the earliest 
times convinces us that both are complementary to each other and are 
inevitable concomitants, Democracy guarantees to its citizens liberty and 
equality and the library offers unlimited opportunities for the practice of 
these principles. Democracy is the ‘‘kindly nurse of sublime genius” with 
whose strength powerful minds flourish and disappear as it declines. Liberty 
supplies nutriment to the lofty conceptions of great minds and feeds their 
aspirations. The flame of mutual emulation is fostered and ambition for 
pre-eminance is stimulated, It recognizes the individual liberty and 
freedom to work out individual destiny and enriches human life in the entire 
community by providing ‘‘the best reading for the largest number at the 
least cost”. The work of libraries is thus pre-eminantly a part of the large 
system of education and the famous utterance of Thomas Carlyle ‘A true 
university in these days is a collection of vooks’ and the implication of the 
Sanskrit aphorism (Kosavan Acharyah) ‘to have a library is to be educated’ 
are quite appropriate. 


Aim of Education 


Plato affirms that the purpose of education is to give to the body 
and to the soul all the beauty and all the perfection of which they are 
capable, The same is re-echoed by Kant. ‘Education should produce the 
perfect man, sound in character active in mind and strong in body’. But 
what is education? It is not mere learning; it is the bringing out of the 
full powers of every man and givining him the capacity and training to use 
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them not only for his personal benefit but for the benefit of others and for 
the general good of the community. The history of education shows us how 


from an extremely narrow interpretation it developed into a broad one, It 
is not mere development of the intellect, All human progress and all 
human relations depend on education; it embraces all the great forces that 
move mankind young and old as weli. It does not end with the courses of 
study pursued within the four walls of a school or college but includes study 
outside working hours at home and other places. It is not only removing 
illiteracy but giving opportunities and facilities to further the growth of 
knowledge. 


The ancient and medieval type of education is more individualistic 
being restricted to a few. It was never fostered on a mass- scale in any 
country. The modern day cutlook of democracy is to develop and spread 
rnass-scale institutions like mass-scale industries and manufactures, mass- 
scale agriculture, recreation etc. No national education should be a mono- 
poly of a few but should reach every member of the nation without distin- 
ction of caste, or creed or colour. Everyone of the masses, the upper 
centiles and lower centiles should be given opportunities and facilities for 
making use of his literacy for broadening his field. of knowledge. It is 
incumbent on us to bring about the national advancement by various 
means of education which the modern world affords. No mass literacy 
movement in a country can achieve lasting success unless library science is 
given its proper place in the national life. The mere learning of the three 
R’s is not considered literacy in the modern world but every one should 
become intelligent enough to understand the currents and cross-currents 
emanating from progressive ideas. Thus we find the imperative necessity 
of developing library science as a vitalizing force for the spiritual, social, 
economic and political advancement of the masses. 


Library and Education 


All progressive countries have taken upon themselves the task of 
education of the public by establishing compulsory educatlon, continution 
classes, night schools and various other institutions at an abnormal expense. 
But the government report and private investigations in different countries 
bring to light that all such efforts were not successful in spreading and 
retaining literacy in masses. They relapse into illiteracy rapidly within a 
few years not having any institution providing the literary and intellectual 
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environment. Herein the department of library comes to play an impurtant 
and effective role. The cooperation of teachers and librarians broughtforth 
wonderful changes and marvellous progress in modern advancement of many 
a backward nation within a few decades. 


It is found that in this secondary stage of education, this coopera- 
tion is quite beneficial. In a school the teacher’s mind influemces the 
thinking process of the pupils but when they come to the library they feel 
free from the rigidity of school due to the opportunity afforded for self- 
development Library gives a wider range and choice of interests than a 
school can do. The teacher teaches principles, disciplines, order and 
restraint, and does not create the atmosphere of freedom and give scope for 
self-determination. Educationists have recognisei that there should be more 
individual work and less class work. Educational methods also have been 
changed and broadened so that faculty and students are dependent fuily on 
laboratories and library. Hence we see that these occupy a dominant place 
in. modern day education. In America and other western countries the 
secondary schools and colleges provide a place in the curriculum for library 
instruction and arrange classes to teach freshman how to use the library, 


und look up for information independently. 


In universities the importance of llbrary for facilitating research 
work is well recognised. The university education commission in its report 
has properly appraised that ‘‘teaching is a cooperative enterprise, requiring 
the necessary tools for teaching purposes in the sphere of libraries and 
laboratories. The library is the heart of all the university work, directly 
so as regards its research work and indirectly as regards its educational 
work which derives its life from research work Scientific research needs a 
library as well as a laboratory while for Humanistic research the library is 
both library and laboratory in one. Training in higher branches of learning 
and research is only a question of learing how to use the tools and if the 
library tools are not there how can the student learn to use them.” 


Library Science in University Curriculum 


It is well-known that the ideal of a university from the beginning 
has been the preservation and advancement of knowledge. This should be 
fostered by the university by dispassionate and truly scholarly instruction 
and interpretation. Cardinal Newman in his famous book ‘Idea of Univer- 
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sity’ emphasized that universities should foster ‘Liberal education’ in order 
to engender ‘Catholicity of outlook’ which is so essential for the well-being 
of humanity. Such an education produces a liberal frame of mind and 
makes the studious and reflective recipient acquainted with the stream of 
world’s thought and feeling and with the infinitely varied products of§the 
human imagination. Educational institutions especially universities should 
resonate to the intellectual, cultural and social needs of the nation and 
introduce new types of studies in its curriculum to sharpen the original 
aptitudes of individuals of these new studies, library science is on: Economy 
in the intellectual work of a nation and efficiency demand that universities 
should provide opportunity for the potential librarian to unfold himself to 
his best. 


Libraries are growning organisms. The modern development of 
library technique in the classification, cataloguing, reference service and 
bibliographical methods is dependent on some fundamental principles in 
which all the practices past, present and future lie in a potential form. 
The library science should make them manifest through the scientific 
methods of observation, experiment, deduction, induction and generalisa- 
tion and further developlng different techniques necessary to test them in 
administering to the individual use of the library. 


Library science possesses all the general cultural and disciplinary 
value of any other subject provided for in the university curriculum. It 
develops in candidates an integral value of the whole field of knowledge 
affords an opportunity to get an insight into the development and inter- 
relationship of the diverse fields of thought The analytical thinking 
involved in many of its subjects, the discipline of mind gained in the study 
of classification, cataloguing, organisation and administration, and the 
coordinate approach necessary in the different aspects of librarianship are a 
few of the benefits derived by the candidate from a study of the library 
science. The reference service which is the process of establishing contact 
between the ‘right reader and the right book at the right time’ in a personal 
way with the full knowledge ol the reader as well as the book involves 
training and insight into the psychology of the community that will befit 
the graduate of library science to many situations’ Sncha knowledge ‘and 
skill required in the practice of librarianship may be developed systamati- 
cally in persons who have the necessary aptitude and capacity. 
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NEW TRENDS IN LIBRARY EDUCATION 


Ideal Functions of a Librarian 

The essential service to be rendered by librarians determines the 
type of professional education of librarianship. ‘The primary function of 
the librarian is to make the printed matter (books, periodicals, reports, 
Government documents etc.) readily accessible for the use of all readers 
(students, research workers, officials and public). The needs of community 
are to be investigated from the demands of the people served and the 
services of the library to be adjusted to them. The publicity of library 
service by means of newspapers, bulletins, bibliographies, lectures, the 
selection and purchase of books and using of established technical methods 
classification, cataloguing, shelving, circulating of books; the assisting of 
readers to find books and information best suited to their individual 
interest: the creation of tasts for reading in young children; the fostering 
of reading and discussion groups for adults and, above all, the coordination 
of the work of the library with the school, university or research organisa- 
tion are a few of the other important services to be rendered by the 
Librarian.” 


2 


Dne to the increased international intercourse which the two world 
wars have brought in, the needs of the community have altered and widened 
immensely. The librarian of to-day is not only regarded as a custodian of 
books and manuscripts and their organiser, but as one to whom his commu- 
nity looks for all information, guidance and reform related to almost all 
spheres of social activities. In short, it can be asserted that the modern 
librarian is a person of culture, scholarship and administrative capacity and 
a leader of society with a definite mission to carry out. His personality is 
reflected in the intellectual and social advances made by his community. 
“The preparation of a socially minded, far-sighted librarian equipped with 
superior scholarship and qualified for educational leadership in the commu- 
nity is coming to be recognized as an appropriate concern of college and 
university officials throughout the nation.’ Hence in America many 
librarians feel the necessity for modification of the traditional training 
programme to bring education for librarianship abreast of current library 
needs and thought. 

If the librarians role in modern society is so powerful and important 
a befitting type of education should be planned and imparted to him. 
Library Training in Western Countries 

Professional training in every country begins with apprenticeship 
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or training classes held for limited periods. The development of library 
education indicates to us two types, one an elementary formal education 
in technic and the other the university level training. 


In England admission to the Library profession is controlled by the 
London Library Association which holds. examinations for the various 
levels ot library service. It does not assume any responsibility for the 
education of librarians. Candidates have to prepare for the examinations 
by attending library schools, by working in libraries or through correspon- 
dence courses. The first two examinations, Elementary & Registration 
include the basic library curriculum (Library Classification, Cataloguing, 
Library Routine and Organisation, Bibliography and Reference Service). 
These enable one to get into positions in a library. After three years of 
additional experience, the candidate desirous of high executive positions in 
a library should compete for the third ‘“Fellowship’’ Examination, This 
tests the mature judgment and experience and factual knowledge in the 
field of librarianship. 


In Germany there is a highly developed system combining the 
theoretical and practical work. In order to train efficient professional 
librarians for National and University libraries, the German librarians 
adopted the ‘work-study’ plan of education through a combination of appre- 


nticeship and theoretical training which culminates in the award oi a Ph.D, 


All training in France is limited to prepare for executive positions 
in the University and National libraries, It is a three year programme with 
courses of study in History, Philology, Civil and Cannon Law, but from 
1932 technical courses - History of book, Library administration and cata- 
loguing and classification have been introduced. Apprenticeship for a 
course of three months in a library approved by the Ministry of Education 
is necessary. 


In America the first course was organized in the library of 
Columbia University by Dr. Melvil Dewey in 1887. It wasthe parent of a 


number of library schools now established in different parts of U.S.A. In 
1924 the A.L.A. Board of education for librarianship was formed with the 


chief object, of recognition and accrediting of professional library schools, 
Training in librarianship has undergone changes; a public librarian to be 
qualified to advance in the profession must have a college degree and at 
Yeast one year in an accredited library school. It requires five years of 
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NEW TRENDS IN LIBRARY EDUCATION 


general academic and professional preparation beyound the secondary school 
level. There are in faci three types of library schools differing in curriculum 
and requirements according to needs and demands. TypeI school requires 
a Bachelor Degree for admission to the first academic year of library science 
with advanced training beyond the first year. Type II gives only training 
of one academic year of library science after four years of college education, 
Type III gives only the first academic year of library science within the four 
undergraduate college yearsasa part of the college course. From 1948 
onwards a M.S. instead of B.S. in library science is being awarded as the 
first professional degree for the first two types of students. The University 
of Chicago offers a Ph.D degree also in library science. 


Library Training in India 

Library training began in a sporadic manner, first in Baroda ad 
later in Lahore. The regular library science education commenced in 
Madras University in 1933 with Sri Ranganathan as the Head of the schcol. 
The Banaras Hindu University followed in its wake in 1941. Later on from 
1947 onwards the other universities of Bombay, Caleutta, Delhi, and 
Aligarh commenced the Diploma Courses with more or less a similar curri- 
culum and duration. 


The curriculum of library training in all these universities is based 
on the traditional and functional details of administration. Admission to 
these courses is restricted to graduates with a liberal education of four years 
undergraduate course either in Arts or Science or Commerce. Instruction 
to a more or less extent is imparted in the following subjects for one full 
academic year, (1) Classification and Cataloguing (theory and practice), 
(2) Library Organization (3) Library Administration, (4) Bibliography, Book 
selection and Reference service. The Delhi University though it started 
the Library Science Course as late as 1948, it forged for a head of other 
institutions and introduced a degree course M.L.Sc. and Ph.D. course to 
befit candidates for the top ranks of the profession to the; teaching posts. 
Defects in the Training Methods 

A review of the teaching of librarianship in India for the last few 
decades evinces to us great deficiencies: There are complaints that students 
are not receiving tho type of training befitting the job to be done. The 
graduate librarians are learning more about principles and theories of classi- 
fication and cataloguing comparison of different schemes of classification 
and problems of administration of catalogue than the actual working of the 
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scheme and preparation of catalogues. These principles may ‘give a broad’ 


outlook of the problems of the librarianship but the student is quite unable 
to put them into practice without some experience. The application of the 
western principles of librarianship to Indian conditions cause another 
difficulty and students are unable to improvise solutions to the demands 
of a practical situation. 


Professor D.R. Tyler has cogently expressed the importancc of this 
problem. ‘Effective professional education requires the close connection 
between theory and practice. Without theory practice becomes chaotic 
merely a collection of isolated and individual cases. Theory gives meaning 
and unity to what would, otherwise, be specific and isolated cases on the 
other hand, without practice, theory becomes mere speculation. The reali- 
ties. of practice provide a check upon pure speculation, test of the adequacy 
of theory. Practice also suggests the problems which must be dealt with 
by any comprehensive theory. Hence efforts to connect theory and practice 
more closely are important contribution to professional education.” Melvil 
Dewey, the father of modern librarianship, while establishing the first school 
in Columbia express stated ‘‘As the school aims to give not only information 
but practical training, something more than the ordinary scholastic method 
is essential and any means that promise to make more efficient’ librarians 
will be tried,’’ 


Experience suggests that the present one year’s training does not 
vield the proper results and we should insist on a full years apprenticeship 
in a University or College or Public library as is done in other professional 
schools of Engineering, Medicine, Commerce, Law, Nursing and Social work. 
Towards this the universities and other academic institutions and public 
libraries should cooperate to take up the trained graduates as paid appren- 
tices The Diploma or Degree should be awarded only after completing 
the apprenticeship for a year and submitting a report on the work done in 
the institution. 


Special Library Training 


~ With the industrial and scientific advanoement and the opening 
of ew research laboratories in different parts of the country, special 


library’Service devoted to particular subjects such as industries, business, 
specific sciences and technology, hospital, law, music etc. is coming into 
existance. Librarians with experience in special science and technical , fields 
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will be required too rganize and manthem in an efficient mannor. The 
special libraries differ from a general library and have to deal with special 
literature, special clientele and special service. The special librarians should 
not only posses a general library knowledge and techniques but must be able 
to understand an interpret the literature of their special subjectsas well as 
that in allied fields. They have further to know how to organize highly 
specilized collections of materials and synthesize and analyse data and make 
a report of their findings. A specilized librarian should have a knowledge 
of the related background courses such as Sociology, Psychology and educa- 
tion principles and methods of particulars fields of science. The unspeciali- 
zed character of libraries in India till now justified the understanding of the 
fundamentals of the library technique only; but now we should turn our 
attention to alter adopt our curriculum to the needs of the devel »pments, 


Training of lower level librarians 


The present condition of the number and quality of the library 
personnel is entirely inadequate to supply the growing needs of the country. 
We are providing more to one categori of libraries. The small public 
libraries, rural libraries, school libraries are ignored. Though these are not 
recognised as professionals in status, they should be trained in service 
under the supervision of the professional library staff. An all India 
library legislation is bound to take place and library trained man-power of 
at least a lakh of right type of young intelligent men inspired with mission- 
ary zeal for the profession will be required. To confine the education and 
training of librarians in [ndia to graduates only will be ignoring hards facts, 
Certificate courses should be established with matriculation as the minimum 
qualification for admission to the library training. Every district and group 
of contiguous districts in each province should be provided with such 
training centres, just like the Engineering, Medical schools’ 


Potentiality of the Indian Librarianship 


Though library professional education is of a few decades in India, 
the achievements are extra ordinary and cannot be ignored. The Indian 
tradition of pursuit of knowledge in any field has been on the basis of the 
fundamental principles dealing with the eternal and spritual concepts of 
Dharma, Artha, Kama and Moksha. No study is limited to the intellectual 
level but it endeavours to release or reach the spirit in man. The library 
science Is no exception to it. it should not only sharpen the intellect but 
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should release the spirit in man. The credit of this new interpretation of 
livrary science on the basis of fundamental principles and reorientation of 
the game goes to Dr. Ranganathan, whose singular devotion and dedication 
to the subject of library science raised the status of India in the library 
world, The library technique developed by him in his two dozen books 
throws a new vista of light and makes the votaries of this science look to 
him for guidance and elucidation. The codification of library ideas, the 
colon classification, the catalogue codes and the chain procedure, the depth 
classification with its potentiality for universal adoption for documentation, 
are the outstanding achievements of the vatern scholar and abiding monu- 
ments of his extra ordinary abilities and-industry. The younger generation 
of Indian librarians trained and imbued in the comparative methods of the 
western and eastern principles of librarianship, we hope, would be able. to 
tackle the different simmering problems and bring out solutions. 


Future of Library Science 


The first five year plan is completed; the second five year plan is to 
commence, The Government of India is sti!l apathetic to the library legis- 
lation. The publie library manifesto recommends that “Public libraries 
should be established and maintained under clear authority of law, 
supported wholly or mainly from public funds and should be opened for free 
use on equal terms to all members of the community regardless of occupa-. 
tion, creed, class or-race.”’ The agitation of the Indian library movements 
for the last four decades has resulted in the passing of a most undemocretic 
library act by the Government of Madras which brought forth a lot: of 
denunciation from the public. Unless the Govt. brings forth, an all India 
library legislation and establishes a National Central library and a_ full, 
fledged copy right act, libraries cannot take their rightful place in:,.the 
furtherence of education of the country. Consequently the education of 
library science also cannot develop to its full height to tackle the different 
problems that follow in its wake, 


i 





Do You Know? .... 
That The Indian Librarian stands for — 


‘To inerease the use and usefulness of books through improving and 
extending library service.’ ; 


‘To promote library service and librarianship’ 





‘To cover library interests throughout the world’. 
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The nucleus of the Malmo Stadsbibliotek (Malmo City Library) was 


‘a book collection belonging to the Malmo Lecture Association and used for 


lending after the lectures. The library was openéd to the public in 1905 and 
possessed then a book stock..of.about 3.000 volumes. For 22 years the 
library was,in charge of.the Lecture Association, but its grants came chieily 


from the, Malmo, Gity Council, which also elected’ “thé majority of the Library 
Committee. »‘In 1927 the, library was takei'dver by the city and became a 


-mpnicipal institution. At that time thé library had already been enlarged 
by ne branch, and at the time of the municipalization were added two more 
sbranches, which had previously existed as workers’ libraries, one in the 


.centre of the city and the other in a suburb. To-day the library maintains 


eight branches - all with juvenile departments - and two hospital libraries. 
Furthermore it serves as county library for the county a Malmohus, Sweden’ . 
Mest densely populated district, with about 600: 600 inhabitants in an’ area 
of only 4,864 square kilometres: 

At the end of 1954 the book collection contained 351.347 volumes, 
and 1.292.674 books were circulated during the year. Since Malmo, the 
third largest city pf Sweden numbers 205.000 inhabitants, this means a 
lending of mote than 6. books, per head.: “Nearly 30% of thé’ ‘annial lending 

(365.793 books) were borrowed. by .children and young jeédple under 16 
years of age. The staff now amounts to 40 trained’ librarians and 30 non- 
professional employees. r bod 

In 1946, the main library was moved froin its ‘first inadequate 
quarters into a building of its,own, ; The following year the biggest branch 
had new premises, and since then two more branches have been provided 
with enlarged and, adequate accommodation. For the children special arran- 
gements have been made, besides the usual lending and reading rooms. 
Thusithere are separate rooms for story telling in three places, At head- 
quarters this room is called “the star-cave’’, because stars are twinkling in 
the dark blue ceiling. Eight different star constellations can be seen when 
you switch onthe light. The entrance to the starcavé is through a secret 
door, concealed as a book shelf in the children’s lending rdom. In one of the 
branches the storyroom is beautyfully decorated by children and has a small 
theatrical: stage, where performances ''can” be’ given, The most recent 
aoquisition is a story telling room in the shape of ’a ‘citcus tent, the walls 
being made by. striped cloth in red, blue and white. The benches are Placed 
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amphitheatrically, and the entrance is hidden behind red velvet hangings. 
Story hours, short speeches and puppet shows are weekly features in all 
three rooms, and films are shown once a month 

The children may come to the juvenile library already at four years 
of age and remain there as borrowers uutil they are sixteen. At fourteen 
they may, however, move tothe adult departments. In this connectien 
may be mentioned an annual feature in the library’s work Once a year all 
pupils from the leaving classes of the elementary schools visit the library 
and get instruction in its use. They are just at the age when they may be 
registered as borrowers in the adult department, and it is most important 
that they get to know that there exists a continuation of the school library 
or the children’s department. Classes come also from the technical schools, 
and the vocational schools send groups of future electricians, mechanicians, 
carpenters etc. to receive information of books in general and in their special 
field in particular, together with guidance in the use of the resources of the 
library. Thus practically everybody attending elementary schools and a lot 
of classes from other schools of the city have to visit the library at least 
once during their school years, not to speak of the many classes which come 
with their teachers to the reading room to write a composition. In fact, all 
that is made to bring children and young people to the library is undertaken 
in the hope that they will learn to enjoy books and reading, if good and 
attractive books and other facilities of the library are made easily accessible 
to toem, 

The foremost task of a librarian is to bring reader and book 
together, and this purpose will be best served by getting into personal contact 
with the borrower. But this personal contact is unfortunately more or less 
impossible to carry out on a large scale-except in small libraries. And 
therefore it has become necessary to use other means to make books known 
and read. Cataloguing the books, classifying and shelving them is not 
sufficient, The reader must be constantly informed of the possibilities of 
the library and of what valuable bo»ks it has to offer him. This may be 
done in different ways-such as compiling reading lists and arranging displays. 
By these displays, books that are perhaps seldom asked for are brought into 
the spot - light and put into circulation, and the reader gets impulses to 
more serious reading, The result of such a display is immediately reflected 
in the amount of loans, and may be statistically confirmed, We also arrange 
displays and book lists in connection with questions of current interest, 
programmes on the wireless, lectures and courses given by the educational 
associations, as well as local exhibitions and other happenings outside the 
library’s walls. 

The library can support and take part in the efforts of the educa- 
tional associations by several means. As to the Malmo Stadsbibliotek we 
try to do this in different ways : by helping to plan part of their programme 
and to find some leaders among the library’s own staff; by finding room for 
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MALMO STADSBIBLIOTEK 


groups within the library, and by preparing book lists and providing the 
groups with books. Book lists generally stimulate latent reading interests 
and are very much used, especially by those who are reading with a purpose. 
Readers very often return several time for titles on the list. Our reading 
lists have gone through various stages both as to their content-a few of 
them are annotated - and as to their appearance, and they have now deve- 
loped into appreciated publicity material. 

No doubt the heavy lending from the Malmo Stadsbibliotek is to a 
certain degree due to the many study circles housed in or in other ways 
cooperating with the library. There exists a definite reciprocity between 
the educational associations and the library, and adult education would not 
have been able to work on such a large Scale without the help of good public 
libraries. _On the other hand, the library organization would not have deve- 
loped so ‘quickly if the way had not been prepared by other educational 
activities and by their demands on the resources of libraries. Such demands 
and wishes are extremely important to get to know, and this can only be 
done through an intimate cooperation. And it is evident that the demands 
on the library’s resources grow in proportion to their expanding interests. 

One of the library’s most important tasks is to provide for technical 
and commercial literature. Since Malmo is a vity known for its industries 
and business it was quite natural to arrange a special department for this 
kind of books and pericdicals. There you also find a union catalogue of 
holdings of local special libraries. [his department has been able to expand 
and be of more real help to the commercial and industrial life of the city 
thanks to valuable contributions from private firms through the Friends of 
the Library organization. Thus this department is growing into the central 
technical library for the South of Sweden which :s very much needed. 

Though it is and must remain the primary duty of a public library 
to provide books as information, increasing attention is, also in Sweden, 
being given to other information sources. If librarians realize the great and 
very special educational qualities of a film service and if they are of the 
opinion that they should not restrict themselves to books and printed 
materials for diffusion of knowledge, then they will use the film as a 
natural and valuable complement to the book. 

the fact that the use of filins in libraries stimulates more people to 
borrow books, is the most frequently used reason to justify its existence there. 
Not only does the film often evoke a desire to read in people who have not 
befere cared for reading but it is also an encouragement to those who are 
already interested in books. 

As the first Swedish library using films to promote its book service, 
the Malmo Stadsbibliotek in 1949 started film evenings as a regular feature. 
The programmes are carefully planned. There are usually four or five libra- 
rians who take part in the film work, and we discuss together subjects and 
films, Each evening’s films - documentary or informational - centre round 
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one theme (such as Our Rich World, Traffic and People, India, Picasso, 
The Lapps, Books and People, Russia in Perspective, The Living Home, etc.) 
and the selection is made for one term at a time. Having agreed upon the 
subject, we try to get suitable films by checking our special film catalog. 
This catalog, consisting of more than 7.000 cards, is kept up to date and 
continually revised. The subjects chosen are often dependent upon special 
events to follow up with, but each term we use to have at least one evening 
with films on art. One librarian isresponsible for booking the films accord- 
ing to an exact schedule of dates, and when it is possible we try to preview 
them and score them on evaluation sheets. When the programmes have been 
decided upon, the librarians taking over them can start with preparing the 
evening. This preparation comprises a literature list, a book exhibition and 
an introductory speech. The speech is not a lecture followed by a discussion 
but an explanatory introduction on the topic of the evening and a pointing 
out of problems that the films illustrate. At the same time books bearing 
on the topic are reviewed, and it never fails that the books specially men- 
tioned as follow-up reading are lent out afterwards, Books are circulated 
on every evening with the least possible formality, and a continuing display 
is made afterwards in the library’s lending hall for the ordinary clientele: 

The film evenings are publicized in various ways. Placards are put 
on several places within the library’s walls also at the entrance so that 
they can be seen from the outside, and leaflets containing the season’s 
programme are distributed, Programmes are sent to organizations, clubs and 
sometimes to individuals known as interested in the topics. A short notice 
in the daily papers gives return in terms of: participation. In fact, the 
methods used depend upon the nature of the program to be publicized, but 
as a rule we could not afford to have paid announcements. Nevertheless, 
there was during 1954 an attendance of 140 persons on an average, which 
must be looked upon as fairly good. 

Finally, I should like to stress the importance of the public library 
as a complement to education in all its forms. Its universality, impartiality 
and its freedom from definite bounds makes it fit to work for an unpre 
judiced education - the opposite of dogmatic intolerance. An absolutely 
defined standard for the organization of libraries cannot possibly exist, but 
leading principles are essential. Thelibrary must indeed answer to the 
social demands and to the reforin of the educational system. It must be 
open to new ideas and to new methods and it must never stop seeking for 
new and better ways of bringing books and readers together. That is a 
fundamental practical claim. The library ought to be managed in such a 
way that its service to those who need books as working-tools is at the very 
top of the library’s capacity. Its essential task, however, is to care for the 
ordinary borrower Every effort must be taken in order to help everybody 
to get that education through books, which will bring fourth intellectual 
selfconfidence. That is the most important contribution of the library to 
the progress of society. 
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Bimal Kumar Datta, Librarian 
Visva-Bharati University, Santiniketan. 





Central Library, 
Visva-Bharati University, Santiniketan. 














Visva-Bharati Planning for 
A New Library Building 


BIMAL KUMAR DATTA, 
Librarian, 
Visva- Bharati University. 





The Library is the heart of a University from which blood flows 
out to the veins and keeps the entire structure functioning: The University 
as the highest teaching institution is also responsible for the advancement 
of knowledge through research and publication. These functions indivi- 
dualise the institution and differentiate it from the college. 

The success of a University depends on its efficient method of 
teaching and sincere attempts towards the development of knowledge 
through research. And the University library as the basis actively helps 
both the teachers and research scholars by supplying the necessary informa- 
tion, books and journals: Hence teaching and research are both inseparably 
related with the library and the library plays a vital part towards the 
development and success of a University. 

A satisfactory library building forth e university is essential to 
meet the requirements of effective service. The building should be well 
planned to catter efficient services to the institution and the community 
not only for the present but also for the future. In India at present there 
are very few library buildings which are planned according to the new 
theories of library design and techniques. It is why the libraries cannot 
serve the community with ability and success, quickness and accuracy and 
spend uselessly more of man power and money than that is required. The 
library staff in an ill-equipped and unplanned building exhaust themselves 
to serve the readers whereas the readers cannot come to satisfactory terms 
through service. 

The most important requisite of a satisfactory library-plant is 
careful planning’ The university library building is a complex & highly 
specialized structure. It is intended for particular purposes and its success 
in meeting the requirements of the institution depends to a great extent 
upon how well it is adopted to the function which it is expected to perform. 

The university is a growing institution. Every year the number 
of the students and staff are increasing, new faculties are developing and 
additional materials are accumulating in the library. It is the duty of the 
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library and the librarian to serve all the members of the institution, make 
proper seating arrangements for them, store adequately all the newly acquired 
materials and to space systematically the additional records of circulation 
and cataloguing. Without proper spacing the records will make irksome 
congestion and will cause inconvenience to the readers. 

University libraries generally store the following types of materials:- 

(1) Books and pamphlets (including reproductions of thesis) 

(2) Journals. 

(3) Maps, charts, pictures and cuttings. 

(4) Manuscripts. 

(5) Music records, micro films etc. 

These materials for effective service require not only the help of 
the trained personnel but also specialized storage facilities. Books and 
journals without proper stack, display and reading rooms, music records 
without record player and microfilms without a reader and proper respective 
functioning spaces within the library will be useless. 

Functional organisation is another problem which influences the 
physical arrangement of the building to a degree. Realistic trends of the 
modern Library Science show that physical decentralization of the depart- 
mental libraries with a union catalogue at the centre can make the entire 
system smooth and effective. If not, the building will be a huge one and 
from the view points of controll, co-relation, useful service, specialization 
and economy the idea of accomodating all the sectional and central libraries 
in one massive building is illogical unscientific and unpractical one. 

Many scholars and advanced students think that smoking breaks 
the monotony and serves as an impetus to working hard for a long time 
In Indian libraries they are not generally allowed to smoke within the 
library. They go outside and that break takes much of their time and 
energy. A modern library building should provide for a lounge where the 
readers can enjoy smoking in between their work. 

Among the usual technical works of the library publicity is an 
important one and it has a strong creative force. Attractive exhibitions 
of the acquisitions as well as of the different phases of books and the growth 
of civilization will make the people of community interested to the library. 
Adequate space should be provided for the regular display and exhibition. 

Stack arrangement calls for greater care of access to books in place 
of rigid segregation. Among the various-pattern of stack locations the 
central location is the most effective and it has been proved by the new 
building of the Columbia University library, New York, U.S.A. that the 
compactness leads to economy in construction. The three sides of the stack 
will be occupied by other sections of the library leaving one side free for 
future extention. The stack should be planned to contain shelving for 
double the number of books contained in the collection, The extra space 
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VISVA-BHARATI PLANNING FOR A NEW LIBRARY BUILDING 


will be kept reserved for the future growth. The height of the stack should 
not be more than 7 feet and a single face of a stack of 7’6” size can house 
100 to 150 books according the various sizes. 

The University serves special types of clientels and the reading 
room should be planned to provide different sitting spaces for the under- 
graduates, post-graduate students, research scholars and staff. The floor 
of the reading room should be made of sound-proof material as rubber and 
the amount of space should be determined by allowing 25 square feet per 
reader. 

All these factors - (1) storage of materials, (2) respective proper 
spaces for proper use of the materials, (3) Reference and Bibliographical 
service, (4) Bindery, (5) Rare and special collections, (6) smoking and staff 
lounge, (7) offices for administration and technical work, 8) Photography 
room, (9) Periodical and newspaper room and (10) Exhibition room should 
be considered in detail for planning a modern building. 

Besides these proper attention should be given regarding lightening 
arrangements, ventilation, Ceiling height, control of temperature, dust, 
noise & fire etc. These are important factors which contribute to the health 
and safety of the readers as well as for the preservation of the library 
materials and should be carefully taken into account according to the local 
needs. 

The importance of careful planning has received attention in recent 
years by librarians and architects. The most important basic factors for 
the planning are :- 

(1) Controll, (2) Economy. (3) Flexability. (4) Simplicity 
(5) Service. 

Theft of library books is a nuisance and no library can be immuned 
from this bad social elements. [he planning of building will allow the 
librarian and staff tocontrol the entire system rigidly. For efficient control 
there should be one entrance and exit for the readers with proper checing. 
system, 

Wastcge in any form cannot be tolerated. The modern library 
eats up a major portion of the universities’ budget. Hence the building 
will be planned in such way which will curtail the necessary wastage of time, 
energy and money. Theplan should be neat and compact to bring the 
books, readers and the staff closer to each other for better service and 
supervision. 

The building and the site should be large enough to accomodate 
the future expansion. Expansion may be vertical or horizontal, Vertical 
expansions may be needed when the ground space is limited. Provisions 
for flexibility to permit adoptations to changing cenditions is likewise of 
great importance. The surroundings of the site should be quiet and the 
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building should face in sucha way that it may utilize the natural facilities 
as sun ray, natural breeze etc. 

Simplicity of exterior and interior designs should be the keynote 
of the architecture. Previously monumental buildings with interior and 
exterior decorative and ornamental works were constructed which were 
architecturally impressive if they were not well suited for their purpose. 
The two library buildings of the Columbia University, New York, U.S.A. - 
the Low Library & the Butler library present the difference. The Low 
Library is the triumph of the architect over the librarian The newer one, 
the Butler Library rectangular in shape with ground floor entrance, central 
stacking, row of windows and terraced upper floors is a typical type of 
economical arrangement for a large institution within a small space. The 
building though simple is impressive, meat and compact. 

The Library stands for a great cause to serve the nation in the 
persuit of knowledge. The spirit of service should be maintained all along 
and should not be sacrified for a y other factors. 

Visva-Bharati University is planning for a new modern library 
building where all the privileges will be available and which will make a 
land mark in the history of the planning of the University libraries of India. 
The present building is not sufficiently big and suitable to cope with the 
growing spirit of the university. 


16th EDITION OF THE DEWEY DECIMAL CLASSIFICATION 

The Decimal Classification Editorial Policy Committee held impor- 
tant 2-day meetings in the Wilson Room, January 27-28, sitting with the 
staffs of the DC Editorial Office and of the DC Section of the Library’s 
Subject Cataloguing Division. A lengthy agenda illustrated the numerous 
problems encountered in attempting to bring the 79- year old Dewey Deci- 
mal Classification down to date in a new edition without disrupting the 
activities of libraries which have classified their collections in accordance 
with the earlier editions andin adapting any book classification simultane- 
ously to the needs of smaller and greater libraries. Much progress was made 
in meeting these problems, and the work on the preparation of the 16th 
edition of the Dewey Decimal Classification now well under way in the DC 
Editorial Office, has gained considerably by the understandings reached. 


— Information Builetin of the Library of Congress, 3ist. January, 1955. 
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Dewey Decimal Classification 
Regional Sub-divisions of 954 


D. N. MARSHALL, M.A. 


University Librarian, University of Bombay. 








It is common knowledge that Indian libraries have to resort to 
special schedules of expansion of a class number in the Dewey Decimal 
System of Classification to suit the needs of Indian subjects. Below is given 
a schedule of the regional sub-divisions under 954, now in use in the Library 


, of the University of Bombay. It is published here with the object of invit- 


ing comments & criticism as may lead to elimination therefrom of weak 
points, if any. 

As will be seen from the schedule, in views of its present disputed 
posi.ion, Kashmir is not assigned a precise number but is covered by 954.K. 
Indian States as they existed during the period of British sovereignty have 
been given .99. It js not quitea happy decision and suggestions on this 
point will be welcome. Individual native states as they existed prior to 
their merger go under the State of the Union with which they have been 
merged. Baroda, for instance, will take up one of the sub-divisions of 
.31 Bombay, and so on. These sub-divisions have not been attempted so 
far as the Committee appointed to consider the question of regional regroup- 
ing has not made its report yet. 


‘1 Eastern India .25 Rampur 

.11 Assam 26 U.P, 

.12 Manipur .3 Western India 

13 Tripura 81 Bombay 

14 N.E.F. A. .32 Saurashtra 

15 Bengal .33 Cuteh 

.16 Bihar .34 Ajmer 

-17 Orissa .35 Rajasthan 

.2 Central Inilia & U.P. -4 Northern India 

.21 Madhya Pradesh Al Delhi 

.22 Madhya Bharat 42 Punjab 

.23 Vindhya Pradesh 43 Pepsu 

.24 Bhopal -44 Himachal Pradesh 
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.5 Southern India .74 Bhawalpur 

51 Madras -75 Baluchistan 
511 Andhra -76 East Bengal 

.52 Hyderabad 8 Ceylon 

.53 Coorg 9 Nepal & Bhutan 
.54 Mysore .91 Nepal 

.55 Travancore & Cochin .92 Bhutan 

6 Foreign Possessions in India 93 Sikkim 

-61 Portuguese Possessions 99 Indian States 

.62 French Possessions As they existed prior to 
-7 Pakistan Independence taken 
-71 Sind collectively. 

72 N.W.F.P. .K Kashmir 

-73 Punjab 
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The Book Traders Monthly 


14, Jadu Mittra Lane 
CALCUTTA-— 4 (INDI4) 


BTM is a monthly publication devoted to book trade printing & binding. 
BTM usually centains : 
Editorial : features & articles. 
Publication of the month A list of books published in English and 
Bengali in West Bengal and other states of India during the previous 
month, 
Want List : rare books for sale or purchase. 
Window on the Book World. 
Pick O’ the Press. 
Foreign & Home news of the trade, 
Recent arrivals : (list of important books imported). 
Book Reviews (English & Bengali) 
Do you know? (General knowledge). 
Suggestion of books and periodicals for libraries, and general 
readers. 
Names and addresses of all public libraries. schools, colleges book- 
sellers publishers. etc. are the regular features of the journal, Letters 
to the Editor etc , etc. 
BTM has SIX special numbers in a year 
Subscription: Rs. 2/8/- Inland. Foreign Sh. 7/6d. or $,1.00. 
Advertisement Tariffs: Full page Rs. 45/- 
Half page Rs. 25/- 
Quarter page Rs. 15/- 
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Danish Public Lilewten Act 


E. ALLERSLEV JENSEN, 


Inspector, State Inspection for Public Libraries, 
Copenhagen, Denmark. 








According to the Danish Public Libraries Act the public libraries 
in Demark may obtain state support, and practically all the public libraries 
are state-supported. The public libraries act was first passed in 1920 and 
has been amended several times, the last time in 1950. 

Grants to public libraries have been made by the state ever since 
1882, though for the first several years they were on a very modest scale, 
A state committee for the support of public libraries was established in 
1897, but this committee was replaced in 1920 by the state inspection, 
working under the ministry of education. The state inspection is responsi- 
ble for the computatzon and distribution of the state grants and shall give 
advice and instruction to the public libraries. The head of the state inspec- 
tion is the library director, who is also responsiblefor the professional educa- 
tion of librarians. 

The state has no share in the government of the libraries, and 
influences their policy only in respect of the conditions, that it imposes, if 
state aid is to be given. Only one library (other than children’s libraries) 
in each town or parish can receive grant. Libraries must be available free 
of charge to all inhabitants, and are expected to work for the general diffu- 
sion of knowledge and information. There must be a responsible library 
committee, and grants are strictly related to the amount raised locally. 

State grants have always been given in favour of the smaller libra- 
ries and are on the basis of 80% of the first 25.000 kroner (£1,250) of all 
local income, 40% of the next 25.000 kroner and 25% of the remainder. 

Libraries have to apply for grant annually, giving full details of 
their expenditure and (in case of libraries without a trained, full-time libra- 
rian) a list of books bought during the year, but actual inspection is in fact 
limited to the small libraries and amounts to a visit by one of the inspectors 
accompained by the county librarian, about every four or five years. 

In this connexion it ought to be stressed that state control and 
state inspection does not mean nationalization of the libraries. In most 
cases the State inspectors are considered as advisers rather than inspectors 
are in spite of the immense number of inspections conflicts very seldom 
arise. On the contrary many librarians who are being prevented from doing 
their best by parsimonious or ignorant or indifferent library committees are 
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thankful to be supported by outside experts who are independent and impar- 
tial regarding local controversies. 

A Danish county library is quite different from an English county 
library, There are 33 county libraries which are larger municipal libraries 
chosen so as to ensure adequate coverage of the whole county and which give 
certain services to the smaller towns and parishes ‘in [heir areas in addition 
to their primary function of serving the inhabitants of their own municipa- 
lity. Denmark is, like Great Britain, divided into counties, but the areas of 
the couuty libraries are not necessarily those of the administrative counties, 
but the area of operation of these county libraries has been decided cn 
the basis of geography and communicatians. The county councils do not 
themselves provides libraries but are according to the library law - required 
to make some financial contribution to the county library. Yet no .specific 
amount is fixed in the law, and some of the county libraries receive rather 
small grants from the county councils. From the state each of the county 
libraries receives a special annual grant varying to the size of the county 
library from 12.000 kroner (£600) to maximum 20.000 kroner (£1,000), plus 
half the cost of running a bookmobile. 

In addition to administering state grants the State Inspection has 
the important activity of organizing the interlibrary loans which is done by 
a special information department run by the State Inspection. 

The interlibrary loans are organized In that way that the State 
Library in Arhus serves as main centre for public libraries outside the 
capital, that is to say that this main centre buys and lends such books as 
are for some reason beyond the scope of the ordinary public libraries - e.g. 
books on popular non-fiction in other ianguages than Danish and very special 
Danish books Every book in demand is forwarded free of charge to the 
borrower. If The State Library does tot possess a particular book the 
application automatically goes to the Information department in the State 
Inspection. Here one finds a very comprehensive union-catalog recording 
the accession of a!l research and special libraries so that a single reference 
will:suffice in most cases) That means that every citizen in Denmark even 


if he lives in-remote parts of the country can, through the nearest public. 


library lend ‘the books he wants even the most specialized. All the research 
libraries including the Royal Library and the University Library are coop- 
erating inthis system. Furthermore the information department will get 
books which are not available in a Danish library from abroad. 

In. Denmark rationalization and centralization is carried out to a 
great extent. This is in the first place due to a special section in the Public 
Libraries Act which empowers the Minister of Education to retain 24% of 
the basis state grants from which to meet the cost of such undertakings 
related to the whole field of librarianship. These 2}% amounted for the 
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DANISH PUBLIC LIBRARIES ACT 


financial year 1953-54 to about 200.000 kroner (£10,000). This sum. is 
spent on the maintenance of the information department of the State Inspec- 
tion and on supporting a lot of undertakings of value to all libraries, above 
all on supporting the Bibliographical Office established in 1939 and until 
1954. working exclusively for the public libraries From 1954 it has been. 
converted into an institution working for theresearch and special libraries 
as well as for the pnblic libraries. ) ; 

It is an independent non-profit: making organization govenered ‘ 
a board consisting of representatives of the ministry, the state inspection, 
the research and public libraries. It undertakes a variety of important 
works e.g the printed catalogue cards, standard catalogues for libraries of 
different types and library literature and library material of all kinds, such 
as the classification scheme, cataloguing rules etc. 

The office is also responsible for the Danish national bibliography 
which appears weekly, monthly, yearly and five-yearly, and it now publishes 
practically all important Danish bibliographies such as the union aquisitiun 
catalogue of the rasearch libraries, the subject-index to periodicals. etc. 
Furthermore it can provide all the libraries with the stationary, forms, 
tickets and so on 

It has also organized a central binding for the public libraries, 
which has been a very great success. 

The first library school was established in Denmark in 1918. 
During the first few years the courses necessarily had the nature of an 
experiment and quite naturally they coverd a short period only as specially 
trained lecturers as well as suitable material lacking, Now the library 
training is organized in the following way. 

Students must have passed the matriculation examination or have 
finished a teacher’s college course, with additional studies in the three . main 
languages (English, French and German), or have passed an exami- 
nation-approved as equivalent by the State Inspection. They must then 
have three year’s training (one year for graduates) In a library approved by 
the State Inspection where they will receive both practical training and 
experience under instruction, and theoretical teaching. An “approved” 
library must have at least three trained librarians on its staff, besides the 
chieflibrarian. It must also have a good bookstock as, before being accep- 
ted for the Library School course, the student must pass an Entrance 
Examination, which tests his knowledge, general information =e under- 
standing of subjects oi current interest. 

The instruction provided by the library must include all the main 
items of day-to-day work in an urban library (experience of lending library 
and reference work, classification and numbering, cataloguing and library 
accounts) besides giving a knowledge of reference books and ordinary 
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homesreading books up to the standard required by the State Inspection. 
The librarian must make surethat the student keep abreast of current 
affairs. 

The student can sit the entrance examination after two years. In 
this case the third year is given over to less restricted, more advanced 
studies under the guidance of the chief librarian. But most of the students 
sit after three years because two years is thought to be insufficient time in 
which to become prepared in all the required subjects. ; 

Before the examination the student applies for permission to sit, 
adding copies of certificates along with a reference frem the librarian stating 
that the student has been prepared by regular instruction in all the repuired 
subjects. This reference must also include an estimation of the student’s 
Standard of general knowledge and of his aptitude for the post of librarian. 
At the examination the examiners are represented by two officials from the 
State Inspection. The entrance examination is held in public. ; 

The candidates are examined on the following principal points : 

1. Book knowledge and general knowledge. 

2. History of Danish and foreign literature. A textbook of Danish 
literature and one on world literature must be read. 

3. Knowledge and use of reference books. 

4. Organization and history of public libraries in Denmark, . 

5, Classification and cataloguing. The principal groups of the Danish 

Decimal Classification (an adaption of Dewey, must be known. 

Moreover, the student mnst catalogue two books, paying attention 

to the elementary rules. 

The examination on book knowledge, literary history and organi- 
satiou and history of libraries is oral; the classification and cataloguing 
examination is written, A detailed syllabus of the subjects in the entrance 
examination must always be available and kept up-t to-date so that the 
student will be acquainted with them from the time he enters the library. 

At the State School the academic year begins in September and 
lasts till the end of June. ; 

The instructions given covers the following subjects. 
Book knowledge and belles-lettres. 

History of Danish and foreign literature. 
Bibliography. 

Classification and cataloguing. 

Library legislation. 

Administration. 

Library buildings. 

Book selection. 

Reference work, , 
History and organisation of Danish and foreign libraries+ 
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Study circle work. 

Children’s and school libraries 

English, French and German texts on library enonomy,. 
Biading. 

During the term each student must read and criticise a foreign 
work on some part of library economy. 

The lecturers at the School are officials of the State Inspection, 
librarians of various municipal and research libraries and some teachers from 
the University and other academies 

The final examination consists of : 

1. Three written tests on book selection. 

2. A written test on classification and numbering. 

3. A written test on cataloguing. 

4. Three written tests in which the student must translate into Danish 
texts on library economy in English, French and German. 

5. An oral test on reference books, bibliography, library legislation, 
history and organisation on libraries. 

I do not think that one can say that the School as it is can provide 
the-necessary knowledge for the training of librarians for public libraries. 
This is because the Matriculation euamination does not provide a sufficient 
instruction and school lasts for too short a time. However, it would not be 
suitable to take a university education for granted as the basis for the train- 
ing of librarians, since in Denmark a university education usually lasts from 
six to seven years. 

We are therefore obliged to consider the matriculation exam as _ the 
foundation for our professional training but we hope soon to increase the 
length of studies in schoolto two years. To make up for this the time 
spent in the library could be reduced from three to two years. 

For children’s librarians we have a special course organlsed by the 
State Inspection every two years. This course lasts two months and candi- 
dates for admission must have worked for two years in a children’s library 
after leaving the Library School. No one is admitted to this course without 
the training given at the School. 

It is impossible to obtain a post as librarian in a public library 
without having passed through the Danish Llbrary School. 





DO YOU KNOW THAT...,. ? 


The India Office Library in London is among the richest treasure 
houses of Oriental learning in the world ? 
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BOOKS THAT MATTER 


Librarianship 


Schenk, G.K. County and Regional Library Development. $5.25-A.L.A. 
Temple, P. Federal Services to Libraries. $3.50 A;L.A. 
Winser, M.A, A Handbook for Library Trustees, $3.00 Bowker. 
Lamb, J.P. Commercial and Technical Libraries. ' 21/- Allen & U. 
Library Association. Year Book, 1955. ‘\ 21/- L.A. 


-” Philosophy 


Rosenberg, M. Introduction to Philosophy. $6.00 Phil. Lib. 
Glaser, A. This World of Ours. $5.00 Phil. Lib. 
De Kok, W. You and Your Child. 8/6, Cssel. 
Bhatia, C.M. Performance tests of intelligence under 

Indian Conditions. Rs, 10/+ Oxford. . 


Sociology 


Prasad. R. (Dr.) At the Feet of Mahatma Gandhi. Rs. 8/8/- Hind Ktbs. 
Dube, S.C, Indian ‘Village. 25/-. Routledge 
Heckstall-Smith, A. Crime without punishment, _ 12/6, Wingate, 
Rolph, C.H. ed. Women of the streets. : ** 21/-.Sacker & W. 
Spicer, D.G. Yearbook of English festivals. $5.00 or 3/76. H. W. Wilson 
Wooton, B. Social foundations of wage policy. = - - 15/-, Allen & U. 


Pure Science 


Hecht, S. and Rabinowitch. Explaining the atom. 12/6, Gollancz, 
Monkhouse, F.J. Principles of physical geography: 30/-. U.LP. 
Murrav, R L. Introduction to nuclear engineering. 30/-. Allen & U. 
Watson, E.V, British mosses and liverworts. 45/-. C.U:P. 


Medical Sciences Public Health a ba 
Barlow, R.B Introduction to Chemical Pharmacology. 35. Methuen 
Sherlock, S. Diseases of the Liver and Biliary System. 50. Blackwell 
Stott, C.P. and Fischer-Williams, M. The Management of 

Acute Poliomyelitis 12/6. Livingstone 
Sheldon, W. Diseases of Infancy and Childhood. 7th ed. 50. Churehil. 


Electronics 
Coblenz, A. and Owens, H.L Transistors. $6.00. McGraw | 
Retma. Advanced Television Servicing Techniques. $3.60 Rider 
Rideout, V.C. Active Networks.’ ~~ - + $10.65 Prentice 
Ziel, A Van dier. Noise. ~ * -' $10.35 Prentice | 


General Literature 


Alexander, P. Hamlet : father and son. 15/-. 0.U.P. 
Allen, W. The English novel : a short critical history: 18/-. Phoenix. 
Simpson, P. Studies in Elizabethan drama, 25/-. O.U.P. 
Bullett, G. Windows on a vanished time (poems), © 6/-. M. Joseph 
Robinson, C.A: ed. Spring and civilization : Periclean ; 
Athens, . oe edie 42/-, Owen. 
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The Patna University Library 


I, N. SINHA, Dip,Lib Se- 
Librarian 


The Patna University Library was 
established in 1919. Like every other insti- 
tution it started on a modest scale, but it 
has been growing and developing every day 
and catering to the needs of scholars whose 
number is steadily increasing. 

His Honour the Lieutenant-Gove- 
nor of Bihar and Orissa gave grant of 
Rs. 8,000 in 1919-20 to start off with. With 
this money the books prescribed for the var- 
ious examinations were purchased and an 
assistant was appionted and placed incharge 
of them under the supervision of the Assisiaat 
Registrar. That was the beginning of the 


Lib , 
ibrary IN. Sinha, Librarian 


To-day, however, there are seven 
sections in the Library as follows :- 
1. Patna University Library 

It is a General Library for the use of Fellows, Professors, Le turer;, 
Registered College Teachers, Registered School Teachers Research Students 
of admitted celleges at Patna and such other persons as may be all wed by 
the Vice-Chancellor on such conditions as he may be pleased to impose. 

The total rumber of books in this section is 49.059 on the 
3Ist December, 1951. 
2. The Bayley Memorial Collection 

No less important is tte Bayley Memorial Collection which with its 
vast resources, has enriched the University Library to a great extent. It 
was founded to perpetuate the memory of Sir Charles Bayley; the first Lieut- 
enant-Governor of the then the province of Bihar and Orissa, who retired 
in 1915. 

Subscriptions to the extent of Rs. “48,55)/- were promised but little 
or no progress was made until Jan. 1920. In order to put the matter on a 
stable basis, Government in their letter No. 735 dated the Ist March, 1923, 
suggested that the trustees should abandon the original plan and after 
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collecting the arrears, make over the money to the Patna University for the 
foundation of a section in its Library to be known as the Bayley Memorial 
Collection — Thus the trustees of the Bayley Memorial Library Fund trans- 
ferred a sum of Rs. 96,049/- (Rs. 50,000/- Government Grant plus 
Rs.45,049-9-0 realised from subscription), to the University Library on 
certain conditions which were accepted by the Syndicate. 

The Bayley Memorial Collection is open to the general public, both 
for purposes of reading and borrowing books — A member he or she not 
below eighteen years of age is entitled to borrow two volumes out of the 
Bayley Memorial Collection on making a deposit of Rs.10/- which is refund- 
able, subject to certain rules. 

34 per cent G.P, notes from this fund now amounts to Rs.1,21,500 
(face value). These notes are with the Treasurer, Charitable Endowments, 
and Bijsar-Government are earning interest — out of which books are 
purchased. 

The total number of books in thissection is 12,149 on the 
3Ist December, 1951. 

8. The Banaili Economics Section 

The Banaili Economics Section grew like this. In 1920 the Raja 
Bahadur of Banai!i denated a sum of Rs. 5,000/- to purchase books on Eco- 
mics in order to aid the Banaili reader in Indian Economics. The balance 
of Rs.3,700/- left after the purchase of books on Economics has been invested 
in 3} p.c. Government paper which is now with the Treasurer, Charitable 
Endowment, Bihar Govt. (vide Govt. notification No. 80E dated the 4th 
Sept. 1946). At present this fund amounts to Rs. 4,1000/- (face value) and 
is earning interest - out of which books are purchased 

The total number of books in this section is 742 on the 
3Ist December, 1951. 

4. Rai Bahadur Shiva Shankar Sahay’s Hindi Collection 

A new section was added to the University Library consisting of 
books on Hindi Literature out of the interest on a capital sum of Rs 2,100/- 
endowed by Rai Bahadur Kamleshwari Sahay of Bhagalpur to commemorate 
the name of his father late R.B. Shiva Shankar Sahay - during the Uni- 
versity Silver Jubilee celebrations of 1944. 

The total number of books in this section is 131 on the 
3Ist December, 1951. 

5. The James F. Lincoln Arc Welding Foundation Library 

The James F. Lincoln Arc Welding Foundation, Cleveland, Ohio, 
U.S.A. have made a donation of books on Welding of the value of £ 100,00/- 
to the University Library. The Collection of books is to be kept separately 
as a unit and to be known as — The James F. Lincoln Arc Welding Founda- 
tion Library. The offer was accepted by the Vice-Chancellor in 1946 and we 
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started getting books from the Foundation. The books are on the subject of 
Welding and is helpful to our Engineering: students. 
The total number of books in this section is 74 on the 

3Ist December, 1951. 
6 Manuscripts Section 

We opened a Manuscripts Section in our Library in the year 1947. 
The University has appointed two Research Scholars whose main duty is to 
procure rare and valuable manuscripts from different parts of the country. 
At present we have 246 in Sanskrit and Hindi and there are 167 Arabic, 
Persian and Urdu. 
7. Gandhi Memorial Section 

To commemorate the name of Mahatma Gandhi, the Library autho- 
rities decided to open this section in 1947, and to keep books on Gandhian 
Philosophy and on Mahatma Gandhi separately. 

At present we have 173 books on the 3Ist December, 1951. 

A uote of the Patna University Library would be incomplete without 
a reference being made to the generous bequest made by Lieut. - Col. O.A R, 
Berkeley Hill, I MS. (Retired) Ex-Director of the Ranchi Radium Insti- 


“~. tute, of his valuable Library of Scientific vooks to the Patna University 








' Library. -The bequest consists of 452 volumes on Psychology, Sociology 
and General Medicine. This valuable gift was thankfully accepted by the 
Syndicate on the 13th Feb. 1935. The books are kept ina separate almirah 
in the main hall of the Library. 

Total number of books in all sections comes to 52,556 till the 
3Ist December, 1951. 
Cataloguing 

The cataloguing and Classification have been adopted on a modi- 
fied Dewey Decimal System and four types of indexing cards are being 
prepared as follows :- 

1, Author’s Card. 2 Title Card. 3. Subject Card. 4, Shelf 
List Card. 
Periodicals 

The total number of Newspapers, Journals and Periodicals, received 
till the 3Ist December, 1951, was 341 (282, subscribed — comprising. of 
185 Foreign and 97 Indian and 59 received free). 
Accommodation 

The University Library has been accommodated in two storied 
building the upper story Main Hallis utilised for the Reading Room — 
where all thecourse books are kept and students have an open access 
system — the ground flour cf the main building is furnished with steel. 
almirahs and the stock of books is kept downstairs. 
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Unesco Seminar on Public Library Prolems 

The Delhi Public Library will be the venue of an international 
seminar on public library problems in Asia from October 6 to 26; 1955. 

The seminar will draft plans and proposals for the development of 
library services, especially in fundamental education. Librarians and educa- 
tionists from Afghanistan, Australia, Burma, Cambodia, Japan, Korea, Laos, 
Malaya, British Borneo, Nepal, New Zealand, Pakistan, the Philippines, 
Thailand, the U.S.S R., and Vietnam are expected to attend the semifiar. 

Mr. Frank Gardner, F.L A., Borough Librarian, Luton, London and 
former Unesco Consultant at the Delii Public Library, will be the Director 
of the seminar. 

Indian Librarians Returned from U S. Study Tour 

The twelve Indian librarians. selected from important Indian uni- 
versities returned in the iast week of July with ‘‘new experience and new 
knowledge” from a five-month study-travel project in the United States. 

The trip was made possible by the India Wheat Loan Educational 
Exchange Programme (now in its second year of operation) of the U.S. State 
Department and the Ministry of Education, Government of India. 

During their five-month stay in the United States, the visitors 
participated in on-the-job training and work schedules, held seminars and 
discussions With public, government and university library specialists met 
publishers, and attended along with 5,000 American librarians, the annual 
general conference of the American Library Association in New York. 
Highlights of their project included visits to university libraries in 10 States. 
a seminar at Chicago University’s Graduate Library School, visit to the 
155-year old Library of Congress in Washington, D.C.; meetings with the 
American Book Publishers Council, and visits to United Nations Headquar- 
ters in New York and places of interest. 

The Delhi Library Association held a reception in their honour at 
the Modern School Hall, New Delhi on July 28, at 6 p.m. The Hon’ble 
Sardar Gurmukh Nihal Singh, Chief Minister, Delhi State, presided. 

Mr. M.M:L. Tandon Honoured 

Mr. Man Mohan Lal Tandon, Head of the Social Education Depart- 
ment, Delhi Public Library, Delhi, who was the recipient of a 6-month 
Unesco fellowship to study library organisation and administration and 
social education in the United States and England, spent 3 days in the last 
week of March in the Library of Congress. A. luncheon was held in his 
honour in the office of the Chief Assistant Librarian on March 23, 1955. 
Public Libraries Act. 1954 ~ 

In order to develop four public libraries in different parts of the 
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Country, the Government of India enacted the Delivery of Books (Public 
Libraries) Act 1954. 

The Act which came into force from May 20, 1954, the date on 
which it received the assent of the President, imposes a statutory obligation 
on all the publishers to supply free of cost one copy of all the books pub- 
lished in India to the National Library, Calcutta, and onecopy each to the 
other three public libraries to be notified in due course. 

It is possible that some publishers have not so far been complying 
with the provisions of the Act due to some reason or other. The Goverment 
of India has declared that all the publishers should comply with the pro- 
visions of the Act with immediate effect as otherwise they will be liable to 
prosecution under section 5 of the Act. Pending the establishment of the 
other three public libraries, publishers are liable only to supply one copy 
of all the books published in India to the National Library, Calcutta, with 
immediate effect. 

The Lenin State Library, Moscow 

The Annual Report for 1983 of the Lenin State Library, Moscow 
which was released at the end of last year contains a description of the 
Russian library’s organization, its service to readers, and some interesting 
statistical data The figures on that library’s operations during 1953 and a 
few of the highlights of its exchange programme with foreign countries and 
with the United States in particular are given below: 

— Actual figures for 1953. 


Number of visitors in the reading rooms. 1,604,686 
Books issued in reading rooms. 7,847 305 
Total number of outside loans 4,439 
I terlibrary loans (included in above figure) 2,288 
Total number of books used in outside loans 264,610 
Number of books used in interlibrary loans (included in 

above figure ) 157,604 
Number of bibliographic references provided 124,096 
Exhibitions organised 456 
Lectures, papers delivered and meetings with writers 147 
Accessioned ‘material - 

(a) Books and other non-periodical publications 339,863 

(b) Periodicals (pieces) 253,171 

(c) Newspapers (pieces) 1,361,096 
Processed printed material : 

(a) Books 226,825 

(b) Serials 64,772 

(c) Periodicals (pieces) 202,904 

(d) Newspapers (yearly sets) 8,964 
Microfilms prepared : 

(a) Negatives 2,943,095 

(b) Positives 576,112 
Books resorted (standard sheets) 319,149 
Books, periodicals and newspapers bound 192,351 
Number of library publications including bibliographies published : 
Number of titles 84 
Number of printed pages 416 


The report points out that, as in the past, the Lenin State Library 
continues its book exchange with libraries of ‘’capitalist couutries’, from 
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which it received 23,905 publications in 1953. Thereport goes on to say. 
that the most significant exchange is with libraries in the United States: 
During 1953 the Library received from the United States 13,490 Soviet 
publications. While most of the Library’s exchange-in the United States 
is with the Library of Congress, it coducted exchanges with a total of 80 
institutions in 1954, among them the libraries of the University of Minne- 
sota, Harvard University, and Brown University. 


— Information Bulletin, The Library of Congress, May 9, 1955. 
Books For All 


A new 16mm, documentary film entitled ‘Books for All’’ has ‘recen- 
tly been made by UNESCO and is being destributed in many parts of the 
world as part of the organization’s efforts to encourage the development of 
public libraries. 


Produced in English, French and Spanish versions, it draws atten 
tion to the need for library services to support programmes of popular 
education and shows how one institution — the Delhi Public Library — is 
meeting that need. This remarkably successful project, organised by 
UNESCO and the Government of India, served over two million persons 
during its first three years of operation and is now pointing the way for 
similar developments throughout India and in other countries where condi- 
tions are similar. ‘Books for All’’ is intended for showing in countries and 
territories now without adequate public library services. 


A Monthly list of periodical articles 


In May '954 the Library of the School of Oriental and African 
Studies, University of London, began to issue a monthly list of periodical 
articles on the Far East and South East Asia. Asa result of the response 
it was decided to compile a cumulation of the first 12 issues; this is now 
being produced and wil! shortly be available. 


The articles are drawn from a wide range of periodicals and they 
are all in Western languages; scientific and technical subjects have been 
excluded. The area covered comprises the whole of Asia (except for India, 
Pakistan, Ceylon and areas to the west of these), the islands of the Pacific, 
Australia and New Zealand, 


A charge of 5sh. is being made as a contribution towards the costs 
production, and any library wishing to receive a copy of this cumulated list 
should send a remittance to The. Librarian, School of Oriental & African 
Studies, University of Londop, W.C.1. England, 


Annual Conference 1955 


The Annual Conference of The Library Association, London is to 
held in Southport from the 20th - 23rd September, 1955, by invitation of 
the Mayor and Corporation of Southport. The Conference will meet under 
the Presidency of Sir Philip Morris, C.B.E.,M.A.,LL.D. 


It has also been decided to hold an Exhibition of Library periodi- 
cals (international in character) at this Annual Conference. The North 
Western Branch of the Library Association are responsible for organising 
this Exhibition and 100 Library periodicals have been selected for exhibition 
including THE INDIAN LIBRARIAN. 
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COUNTY AND REGIONAL LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT, 
by Gretchen, Knief Schenk Chicago: American Library Association. 1954, 
2638p, $5.25. 


Today the library movement is to embrace every nook and corner 
of the country where it develops. That isasmuch true of America and 
Britain as of India and other countries. We have as yet to traverse a long 
way to reach the goal. In our efforts to do so we shall have to be guided 
by those who have already either finished their journey or are going to 
finish it soon. 


This book helps us in removing the hurdles which makes our jour- 
ney tedious. We shall ask our librarians to study it — as well as other 
books on the subject — with care and devotion. 


The work opens with an explanation of the modern concepts of 
public library service and follows it up with an elaboration of governmental 
patterns affecting library service and of organisational patterns in library. 
extension. The problems of campaigning for local service, fitting the library 
into the community, organisation of large-unit library systems, organisation 
and types of field service agencies, bookmobile service, library personnel, 
books and other library materials, techniques and routines and public 
relations are dealt with in the next ten chapters. The last chapter tells us 
what kind of library service should be for tomorrow, 


The author’s approach to the subject is highly scientific and is 
based on his own as well as the experience of his co-professionals. He 
rightly points out that ‘’the idea of utilising large country and regional areas 
for library service is finally receiving the spotlight of full professional recog- 
nition and the right to be heard.” He explains what the new patterns of 
service Should be. He has given a picture of the regional patterns and 
programmes and organisational patterns used to extend library service to 
unserved areas; it is a very well drawn. This chapter is very entertaing. 
The “ambitious undertakings” have been beautifully dealt with. In order 
that the library extension service is a great success he emphasises the 
importance of ‘‘active campaigning’’. To fit the library into the community 
he gives various suggestions which every librarian should adopt. In this 
matter the library administration and the board must enlist “sufficient 
community support” to carry through the project. The author devotes 
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two long chapters to organisational affairs so far as independent libraries 
and the field service agencies are concerned. His pattern of large-unit 
library systems is worth following. The planning of .field service agencies, 
bookmobile service and special services is sure to be liked by all librarians. 
He is very right when he says that_ ‘the human element” connected with the 
library service must be “‘robust, imaginative, and capable” and “imbued 
with a sense of the value of its activities, such personnel will be better satis- 
fied and adjusted if well trained for its particular responsibilities”. (p. 172). 


The library services of the future must be ‘‘based on high stan- 
dards’, must be ‘‘really good’ and must never be ‘“‘extragant’”’. We fully 
endorse his views which are exceptionally sound and judicious. The book 
is, undoubtedly, revealing and inspiring. 


A HANDBOOK FOR LIBRARY TRUSTEES, 
by Marian Manley Winser, Editor fot The Trustees Section, Public Libraries 
Division of the American Library Association. Mew York. RR. Bowker 
Company. 1955. 114p, $3.00. 


Like librarians, trustees of libraries have certain powers, duties and 
obligations in the United States. These have been elaborated in this very 
interesting book. In India the status of a ‘‘trustee’”’ is yet to be defined by 
law as there is no Central legislation on the subject. The necessity of such 
a legislation has long been felt and if ever it is introduced, such books, as 
the one under review will be highly ‘useful’. Meanwhile we shall ask the 
trustees or the custodians of different librariesin India to realise their 
responsibilities. 

The book is more than a handbook. It deals with the various 
ramifications of the subject. The first chapter explains the organisatlon 
and control of libraries, followed by a chapter on the powers and duties of 
the trustees, Their qualifications are discussed in the third chapter. The 
fourth chapter is on the organisation of the Library Board. The position 


of the trustees vis-a-vis the staff and the law is explained in two chapters, 
fifth and eighth. 


How should the trustees tackle the building, financial, public rela- 
tions, statewide or national library problems and cater to the changing 
needs ? These questions have been answered in the sixth, seventh, nineth, 
tenth and eleventh chapters. An interesting reading list for the trustees has 
been given in the appendix. 


The author rightly lays stress on the fact that a library trustee 
occupies a position of great importance in his community and that he must 
have special qualifications to perform his duties. If efficiency is to be 
improved in libraries the supervising authorities must be properly consti- 
tuted and empowered, “finding an administrator is a task to be approach- 
ed with great care’. He must undersatnd the philosophy of library service 
which has changed greatly in recent years, He must know how to use the 
funds for the library. The author is fully justified in saying that ‘‘besides 
its effort to secure adequate appropriations, the library board has the 
responsibility for proper investment of endowments and other reserves’’, to 
see that the library is designed to serve the public as a whole interpret the 
various library laws judiciously. His task in dealing with the public and 
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the State is to be carefully performed. “It is only by an earnest effort to 
discover the library implications of the changing scene’ that the trustees 
“can fulfil their public trust’ (p. 88). This work is a valuable contribution 
to a subject and can be highly recommended to libraries in India and other 
Asiatic countries. 


NATIONALITY OF MARRIED WOMEN: (Report submitted to the 
Secretary - General); United Nations — Commission on the Status of Women. 
New York : United Nations. 1954 83p. Rs. 2/8/- (Available from Oxford Book 
& Stationery Co , Scindia House, New Delhi.) 


This study is a revised edition of the publication ‘‘Nationality. of 
Married, Women” issued by the Secretary-General in 1950. It analyses the 
legal systems and conflicts of laws in the field of nationality of married 
women (Part I) and gives the coustitutional provisions, laws and other legal 
instruments relating to such women prevailing in different countries. (Part 
II). The Annexes pertain to the various resolutions adopted by the organs 
of the United Nations concerning the nationality of married Women and a 
table indicating the effect of marriage on the nationality of women. 


Chapter I classifies the legal systems.and sources of conflicts of 
laws. “The second chapter expldinsthe systems of national law and is 
divided into three sections, each section mentioning a particular group. 
The first group is that of women whose nationality follows automatically the 
nationality of their husbands; the second group refers to women who follow 
automatically the nationalily of the husbands subject to the requirements 
of the law of the other country concerned, in order to avoid statelessness 
and double nationality; the third group consists of women who are indepen- 
dent of that of their husbands. The international conventions are mention- 
ed in the third chapter. 


___ The second part, as we have mentioned earlier, gives briefly the 
constitutions, laws and other legal instruments relating to the nationality 
of married women, 


This report is the first coordinated effort to present the legal and 
constitutional position regarding the nationality of married women and is 
the most original and scientific study. The students of international law 
as others, for its remarkable clarity of thought and preciseness, : 


SUBJECT SPECIALISATION AND CO-OPERATIVE BOOK PURCHA- 
SE IN THE LIBRARIES OF GREAT BRITAIN. 6y K.G. Hunt, London: The 
Library Association. 1955. (Pamphlet No. 12) 32p. 3sh. 


The Year 1948 saw formal schemes of cooperation in book purchase 
to be set up in Britain. Its unique features are discussed in this pamphlet 
which is ably produced © How research work has been going on in the 
subject, how the National Committee on Regional Library Cooperation 
stimulated interest in cooperative book purchase and how regional schemes 
were prepared and implemented is revealed here. - The particulars of- these 
schemes, given in the pamphlet, will undoubtedly arouse interest in India. 


The details of the schemes embracing university and special libra- 
ries and public libraries given in chapters second, third, fourth and fifth 
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afford an interesting reading. We are told by the author that the libraries 
of the colleges and schools of London University are good examples of this 
kind of cooperative book purchase, the university having an agreed policy 
on certain points with most of them. The Metropolitan boroughs were 
perhaps the first in the field for enforcing organised schemes of subject 
specialisation. Thereafter grew the whole great scheme of subject coopera- 
int he Municipal libraries of Metropolitan London. The Metropolitan 
special collection scheme in this direction is worth studying. It covered 
a wide field and libraries often far apart. Indian librarians will be surprised 
to know that among public libraries of the Northern Region there is a 
scheme for a Joint Reserve Stock of fiction in which the library of Durham 
University participates. The interim report of the Working Party on libra- 
ry and information services setting out a long-term plan strengthens our 
view that Indian libraries must adopt some kind of scheme for cooperative 
book purchase. Britain is going ahead further. The future developments, 
the author says, are likely to be those concerned with increasing the provis- 
ion of foreign books and coordinating and improving the supply of periodi- 
cals. It is very well written and warmly recommended to libraries in India, 
Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon. : 


THE NIHILISM OF JOHN DEWEY. By Paul K, Crosser. New York: 
Philosophical Library. 1955. 238p, $3.75. 


John Dewey, as a great philosopher, has tremendously influenced 
Americans, but in a direction, which the author thinks, ‘‘has made America 
lose its perspective’, weakening “the intellectual potential of American 
leadership at home and abroad’. For that reason the author tries to 
demonstrate in this volume *‘the cognitive untenability of Dewey’s position” 
and ruthlessly criticises his philosophy of science, art and education. He 
calls his philosophy destructive, and defeatist, though he admits that it has 
a “legitimate place’’ in the American thought, shared by Western European 
philosophers like Descrates, Spinoza and Locke, 


The book has three parts. The first part discusses Dewey’s philo- 
sophy of science, the second his philosophy of art and the third his philoso- 
phy of education. 


The author argues that Dewey “‘places the factor of existence in 
the fold of the imaginery”’, propagating nothingness, using nihilistic devices 
and meaningless symbols, refusing to believe that ‘‘cognitive distinction 
can be made between the actual and the non-actual “within his cognitive 
frame”. He thinks that he is responsible for the degradation of knowledge 
and that his cognitive position is of destructive magnitude, retarding social 
advance. Dewey’s call for cognitive counter-revolution in the realm of 
social sciences is meaningless, Says the author. 


The author is further of the view that ‘the alogical cognitive 
position at which Dewey arrives in his dealing with the subject-matter of 
science is carried over by him into the sphere of art, dissipating the sense of 
beauty, learning a great ‘‘vacuum’’ behind. 


Dewey, says the author tries to render the role of education in 
human living undectable. ‘He is wholly inconsistent” in his procedure and 
“is applying one principal disqualification device’. Dewey refuses to ‘‘rate 
the educative, the mis-educative and the non-educative factors as distinct 


48 INDIAN LIBRARIAN 





w wewnpmwellTlcwaYS se 


— 





BOOKS IN REVIEW 


and distinguishable elements in the kind of experience which Dewey wants 
to be regarded as education’”’. 


One may not agree with the author in his over-criticism of Dewey, 
but it must be admitted that the book is highly thought-provoking, most 
original and significant contribution to modern thought. 


THE EAST INDIA COMPANY AND THE ECONOMY OF BENGAL 
From 1704 to 1740 By Sukumar Bhattacharya, Professor of History, Asutosh 
College and Lecturer, Calcutta University. London; Luzac & Company, Limited. 
1954. 240p. 21sh. 


The history of the Esat India Company requires a searching study. 
From the holding on sufferance of a few scattered trading centres the Com- 
pany rose to control a great territory. But its record of administration was 
not fascinating. Some historians have blamed it for scandalous misrule. 
How far it is justified to say so, can be further known from this book. 

Indian history books give a very meagre account of the Company 
though it played a significant pirt in strengthening British rule in India. 
Tiis lacuna has been renoved by the author, Not only that, he has given 
us too a glimpse into the economic conditions of Bengal in the days of the 
Company. He has drawn on resources which are not so easily available 
His research work is sure to be appreciated by all historians and: students of 
contemporary politics. The approach of Professor Bhattacharya is both 
scholarly and refreshing 


Professor Bhattacharya can also be congratulated on unfolding the 
*‘neglected chapter” in the history of India- the first half of the 18th 
Century when important changes took place in Bengal. 


In this book the author traces beautifully the growth of the East 
India Company between 1704 and 1740 and gives the account of the forces 
which stood against it and thwartedits efforts to capture political power. 
This account is extremely interesting. He does not mince matters and 
exposes the bad tactics of the Company as well. For instance, he tells us 
how it got the ownership of certain villages transferred to itself through a 
deal which was questionable. The Company indulges in bribery in order to 
corrupt the rulers and strengthen its position. Its policies of tactics created 
disturbances here or there but ultimately it got the desired Firman from the 
imperial authorities at Delhi in spite of the unhelpful attitude of the Nawab 
Murshid Ali Khan and Shuja-ud-Din Khan in Bengal. The presence of its 
European rivals — the Dutch, the French and the Ostenders — enabled the 
Nawab to play one against the other, but ultimately the Company came out 
to be triumphant. 


The author reveals how the Company was opposed by the banking 
and trading Companies in India, how it was denied the privilege of coining 
money and how it faced all the handicaps, ultimately gaining greater stakes 
in Bengal It is shown how the English themselves were extremely nervous 
at the time of Nadir Shah’s invasion, how they avoided conflict with the 
Government of the day and how, in the end it consolidated itself. 


Professor Bhattacharya tells us that the first Europeans to settle 
in Bengal were the Portuguse. But they hada decline in the 18th century, 
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Their trade was negligible and they recruited themselves as soldiers of the 
Moghuls. But the formidable opposition to the British came from the Dutch 
and the French who were active and aggresive. The book gives a separate 
chapters (III) to these “other European traders” and in the chapters that 
follow he describes the condition of the market and the trade, arts and indus- 
tries, means of communication and the standard of life and social contribu- 
tions of the Company. 

The book provides a clear and well-balanced narrative and is written 
with ability. 


SUBJECT HEADINGS — A Practical Guide, 
By David Judson Haykin Chief, Subject Cataloguing Division, The Library of 
Congress. Washington, D.C. : U.S. Government Printing Office. 1951. 140p. 


For a systematic, scientific study of subject cataloguing and the 
basic rules of practice in the ‘choice and use of subject headings, Indian 
libraries cannot have a better guide than the book under review. It provid- 
es, as the author says, a common understanding to the libraries engaged in 
cooperative cataloguing. Behind it is the research work of a large number 
of workers in the field which the author has collated and presented*in a 
most readable form. The book enables the librarians to solve ‘the problems 
of reader approach, of semantics, of verbal structure or morphology and of 
coordination” in order that there is consistency and uniformity in the work 
of cataloguers. 


The fundamental concepts of subject cataloguing are discussed in 
the second chapter. It is explained how the reader is to be the focus, how 
there is to be unity in cataloguing and how the term subject catalogue - is 
to conceived. The structure and integration of the subject catalogue, form 
of main heading, subject sub-division, the question of individual names as 
subject headings, the problem of duplicate entry, subject headings vs Author 
and added entry headings and subject catalogue vs shelflist and subject 
headings in special library catak gues have been dealt with in the next nine 
chapters. The last two chapters are on filing probiems and procedures and 
personalities, Then follow appendices covering glossary, cities in United 
States and Canada, foreign cities, general form sub-divisions, local divisions 
as direct subdivisions, abbrevations of subject sub-divisions and Shakespeare 
and Lincolon sub-divisions. 


The book aims at helping the librarian to have a clear conception 
,of subject cataloguing and the reader to have as little difficulty as possible 
to locate the beok through the author entry or the duplicate or the added 
entry. The author interprets the rules which should guide the catalgouer in 
case of difference of opinion, for instance in the choice of individual or 
geographic names for the catalogue or subject sub-division. It is an excellent 
practical guide for the cataloguers as well as others dealing with the books 
in libraries. 


Annual Report of the Librarian of Congress for the Fiscal Year Ending 
June 30, 1954. Washington : The Library of Congress 1955. (ix, 178p.} 


In its annual report for the fiscal year 1954, the Library of Congress 
notes’the passing in that period of two landmarks in its history — the appo- 
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intment of the 11th Librarian of Congress in 155 years and the acquisition 
of its 10 millionth book. 

[t is, says the Annual Report, ‘‘a vast accumulation of every kind 
of research material that ean conceivably be of use to Congress, other 
Government agencies, private scholarship, and the public.” But the mile- 
stone that indicates the growth of the collections does serve as a point from 
which to review their development over the last century and a half, and 
several pages in the report’s introduction are devoted to such a history. 

In addition to chapters on acquisitions, organisation of the collec- 
tions, special services to Congress, reference services, special events, 
administration and finance, and the Copyright Office, there is a special 
chapter in this year’s report entitled ‘Bibliographic Services Related to 
Government Sponsored Research.” It deals with the operations of the 
Technical Information Division —a unit of the Library whose entire 
financial support comes from funds transferred by the Department of 
Defence to obtain bibliographic services designed to further its contractual 
research and development programme — and it describes the methods used 
to bring control and to furnish information about scientific and technica] 
reports. 


Walt Whitman, A Catalog Based Upon the Collections of the Library of 
Congress. Washington - The Library of Congress 1955. (XVIII, 147p.) 65 Cents. 


This catalog, issued concurrently with the opening of the exhibition 
commemorating the contennial of the publication of Leaves of Grass, formally 
lists and describes them for the first time, It includes a discussion, 
“Notes on Whitman.Collections and Collectors,’’ by Charles E. Feinberg, 
and introductory notes by Harold W. Blodgett, Consultant ou Whitmaniana 
to the Library of Congress and Henry J. Dubester, Chief of tne General 
Reference and Bibliography Division. Numerous members of the staff 
contributed to the preparation of this catalog. 


PERFORMANCE TESTS OF INTELLIGENCE UNDER INDIAN 
CONDITIONS. By C.M. Bhatia. With a Foreword by Sir Godfrey d. 
Thompson. Bombay : Oxford University Press. 1955. 13ip. Rs. 10/-, 


This book describes a battery of Performance Tests of Intelligenca 
which have been devised and standardised by Dr. C.M. Bhatia, Director, 
Bureau of Psycnology, Allahabad, U.P. for assessing the ‘‘total intelligence’ 
of both literates and illiterates between the age range of 11 and 16 years. 
Dr. Bhatia is one of the acknowledged experts in India on Intelligence 
Testing and by writing this book he has madea signal contribution to the 
testing movement. Perhaps this battery of Performance Tests is the first 
standardised battery for this age group in our country. That this work is 
of the greatest importance to India is borne out by the Statement of Sir 
Godfrey H. Thompson who has written a foreword to this book, and who 
has guided the author in the standardisation of the battery, The author, 
too, believes in the essential utility of Intelligence Testing (and, particular- 
ly, of Performance Tests) towards national reconstruction. 

The opening chapter, aptly, gives a historical review of intelligence 
testing in India and points out to the characteristic features of Indian 
social and cultural patterns, both urban and rural which ought to be con- 
sidered when devising a battery of tests. We are glad to note that the 
author of these tests was sensitive to these factors in all the stages -of their 
standardisation. This is tollowed by a very ably worded and critical discu- 
ssion of the nature of Intelligence. The author brings to bear on this 
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discussion the views of such eminent psychologists as Binet, Godfrey 
H. Thompson, Thurstone, Burt, Kohs, Spearman, Alexander, Collins and 
Drever. The stand formulated & taken by him includes the concept of 
‘total intelligence” and regards an intelligence test as one that tests the 
fundamental analytic - synthetic activity of the cognitive mind, the power 
to ‘grasp relations’ or the capacity for abstraction under appropriate circu- 
mstances together with and through the medium of such other cognitive 
mental activities as are natural to the social and cultural environment of 
those for whom the test is being framed.” 

In the construction of his battery, the author is aware of the usual 
limitations of Performance tests such as the incompatability of items with 
age-group, the lack of differntiating value and their inability to draw heavi- 
ly enough on the higher mental process. Wecan say, without hesitation, 
tnat Dr. Bhatia’s battery has succeeded in overcoming these limitations to 
a great extent, 

The battery which was standardised on the scores of 1154 subjects, 
642 of whom were literates and 512 illiterates, includes Koh’s Block Design 
test, Alexander’s Passalong test, Pattern - drawing test, Immediate Memory 
test and Picture Construction test. These tests and all the modifications 
which have been introduced, the sample used and some general remarks about 
testing as well as some useful tips for administering tests to our people in 
villages have been lucidly described in chapters III and IV. 

In chapters V & VI the author describes the factorial analysis that 
he carried out, using Thurstone’s Centrold method with orthogonal axes and 
the details of standardisation of the battery. The subsequent chapter 
reports how reliability was obtained by using the split half method. The 
test was validated against teacher’s opinion in the case of literates and 
against the general opinion heldin the village in the case of illiterates: 
Both reliability and validity of the battery as a whole are reasonably high. 

Some other useful features of the book worth mentioning are a 
number of table on the data collected, neatly drawn graphs delineating 
results and a chepter on summary and conclusions. A section dealing with 
clinical findings as a result of individual testing, woefully lacking in other 
books written by Indian authors and another incorporating the results of 
sociological and educational interests indicate the comprehensive scope of 
this book and add to its value for all teacher training institutions, vocation- 
al and educational guidance bureaus, child guidance centres and psycho 
educational clinics in schools, 

The appendix contains instructions for the administration of the 
tests, which, we may safely say, are very definite and clear. 

Printing and get-up of the book are admirable and for this the 
Oxford University Press deserve our congratulations, We wish, however, 
that the price was a little low and the test could have extended to include 
girls as well, 
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74 ANNUAL ALA CONFERENCE 


Philadelphia, Pa., will be the scene of the annual American Library 
Association Conference, July 3 to 9, and preliminary programme announce- 
ments indicate an imposing array of speakers have been selected for general 
session and division meetings 

The Conference theme, ‘‘Libraries in the Life of the Nation’’, will be 
discussed by Mr, George V. Allen, Assistant Secretary of State; Mr, Victor 
Reuther; Assistant to the President and Director of International Affairs, 
CIO and others. Pre-conference meetings will include an audio-visual insti- 
tute, a book selection workshop, and a personal administration workshop. 
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Publications Received 


A Handbook for Library Trustees, By MarianM anley Winser. New York, 
R.R. Bowker Company. 1955. 114p $3.00. 

Aeronautical sciences and aviation in the Soviet Union — A Bibliography. 
Compiled by Bertha Kucherov, Washington: The Library of Congress, 
1955, 274p. $2.00 

Bibliografia de Bibliografias Colombianas, Compiled by Gabriel Giraldo 
Jaramillo. Bogota : Editorial Pax. 1954. 192p, 

Commercial and Technical Libraries, By J.P Lamb. London: George Allen 
& Unwin Ltd,, & The Library Associati »n, 1955. 315p. 21sh. 

County and Regional Library Development; By Gretchen Knief Schenk, 
Chicago : American Library Association. 1954. 2563p, $5.25. 

Demographic Yearbook 1954, Sixth Issue, New York: United Nations. 
729p Rs 30/-. 

Freedom of Communication. Edited by William Dix and Paul Bixler, 
Chicago : American Librarary Associition. 1954. 143p, $4.00 

Guide to Reference Books - Supplement, 1950-1952, By Constance 
M. Winchell and Olive A. Johnson. Chicago: American Library Associa- 


tion. 1954. 7th. ed. 117p. $3 25. 
Introduction to Philosophy. By Max Rosenberg. New York : Philosophical 


Library. 1955, 502p. $6.00. 
Library Cooperation in the British Isles, By Ralph T, Esterquest. (ACRL 
Monographs No 12, March 1955). Chicago: Association of College and 


Reference Libraries. 1955. 24p, 
Man and his tragic life — based on Dostoevsky, By Laszlo Vatai, New York: 


Philosophic Library, 1954. 210p. $3,75. 
Nationality of Married Women, New York: United Nations, 1954. 


83p Rs 2/8 

Performance tests of intelligence under Indian conditions. By C.M. Bhatia 
Bombay : Oxford University Press. 1955. 131p Rs, 10/-. 

Pictorial Americana - A select list of photographic negatives in the Prints 
and Photographs Division. Compiled by Milton Kaplar. Edited by 
Charles G Lahood, Jr. Washington ; The Library of Congress, 1955 68p 


25 Cents. 
Politics and Science. By William Esslinger, New York: Philosophical 


Library. 1955. 167p $3.00. 

Simple Library Cataloging. By Susan Grey Akers, Chicago: American 
Library Association 1954, 4th ed. 250p. $5 00. 

Subject Headings - A Practical Guide. by David Judson Hykin. Washing- 
ton : The Library of Congress, 1951. 140p. 

Television = A World Survey - Supplement 1955, Paris : Unesco. 1955 51p, 


50 Cents, 
The Ashes Retained. By E M. Wellings, London: Evans Brothers Limited. 


1955. 208p. 12/6. net. 
The Dignity of the Human Person, By Edward P. Cronan, New York: 
Philosophical Library. 1955. 207p $3.00. 
The Philosophic History of Civilization. By Jennings C. Wise. New York; 
Philosophical Library. 1955 404p °4.75. 
What is Creative Thinking ? By Catharine Patrick: New York. Philosophi- 


cal Library. 1955. 210p. $3 00. 
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TOWARDS A HAPPIER EDUCATION 
by Suraj Bhan, M. A. (London), 

(Being a study of Modern Principles of Menta! 
Ilvgiene with special reference to Indian Education) 
GEOGRAPHY TEACHING IN INDIA 
by O. P. Verma, M. A. 

SCHOOL ORGANISATION, by 8.K. Kochhar, M. A 
TFN GLIMPSES OF INDIAN EDUCATION 

by S. K. Kochhar. M. A. 

UNDERSTANDINC YOUR CHILDREN, 

by H. R. Bhatia, M. A. 

(A book that aims at helping parents. teachers, 
social reformers and all true lovers of children 
to understand the right way of brirging up, 
treating and teaching our children) 
KUUCATION : A FEW PROBLEMS 

by Dr. Prem Nath, M. A., Ph. D 


Books by R.R. Kumria, M. A. 


THE INDIAN CHILD IN HOME & SCHOOL 

THE TEACHER’S MENTAL EQUIPMENT 
INTELLIGENCE —ITS NATURE & MEASUREMENT 
WHAT LIFE SHOULD MEAN TO AN INDIAN 
PSYCHOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS OF THE STATE 
PEMOCRACY—WHAT WE ARE IN FOR 

NAV BHARAT KE NAVIN ADHYAPAK Hindi & Panjabi 
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We specialise in equipping the Libraries of Training Schools and 
Colleges. Please write to us for a complete catalogue of Books on 
Kducation. Teaching and Psychology and Beuoks fer Basie Training 
b.T.. M. Ed, Students. 


Publishers of Books on Education are requested to send theit 
Catalogues. 


UNIVERSITY PUBLISHERS 
Railway Road, JULLUNDUR CITY (India) 
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